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			From the Councillors









		​​Twice a month, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos, and podcasts about what is happening in international affairs. This week Jocelyn Chey writes about an ABC documentary series exploring the infamous Al-Kateb v Godwin immigration case, and Matthew Vasic examines Macron's gamble on Corsican autonomy.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






		

	Judgment and Australia’s International Relations 
A four-part documentary series titled ‘Judgment’ is currently being shown on ABC TV and is available on ABC iView.  I was rather daunted to be asked to contribute to Episode 3, “We Will Decide”, which deals with nationality, borders and the right to asylum.  I hope people will watch this and other episodes and perhaps will note my small contribution.  
 
The Al-Kateb v Godwin case was heard in the High Court on 6 August 2004, and made legal history for various reasons including that the Bench split 4/3 in its decision that the law provided for indefinite detention.  Ahmed Al-Kateb was a stateless Palestinian who had been in immigration detention for several years.  After the High Court hearing, his lawyers persuaded the Department of Immigration that he could stay in “community detention” and for several years he lived in my household, so I know the case in detail.
 
This High Court decision had implications for our international relations. It showed that statelessness did not merit particular treatment and that international law did not prevail over domestic legislation.  It made Australia an outlier in the international community, since it authorised indefinite detention without conviction for a crime. The decision was widely criticised by human rights bodies in Australia and overseas, and in November 2023 it was reversed in the NZYQ v. Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Multicultural Affairs decision.
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		This documentary was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of International Affairs.






		






		

	Macron's Gamble on Corsican Autonomy
‘The Republic is one and indivisible’ is a principle enshrined in the French Constitution. Forged during the French Revolution by the Jacobins, who feared that any concession to regional autonomy would dismember France, the principle has endured for over two centuries. French President Emmanuel Macron is now testing whether it can survive the twenty-first century by proposing greater autonomy for Corsica.
 
President Macron’s proposal for Corsican autonomy is unlikely to satisfy either Corsican nationalists or the far right. The National Rally Party has condemned the move as an attempt “to deconstruct the French nation”, invoking the trauma of France’s withdrawal from Algeria which triggered civil unrest and contributed to the collapse of the Fourth Republic in 1958. However overstated such comparisons may be, the question of Corsican autonomy remains deeply contentious.
 
The debate on Corsican autonomy is not new. Annexed by France in 1768, the Mediterranean island - often called the ‘Island of Beauty’ - has been a hotbed of separatism and violence. For four decades, the separatist FLNC waged a campaign of bombings and assassinations in its bid for Corsican independence until a truce was brokered in 2016. According to France 24, although the conflict has formally been over for a decade, sporadic violence continues to erupt, including the assassination of Corsican nationalist and crime figure Alain Orsoni in January.
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		This article is by Matthew Vasic. Matthew is a councillor and intern coordinator at AIIA NSW and a former intern, currently in his final year studying Law and International Studies at Western Sydney University. He has represented Australia at the ASEAN Youth and HPAIR conferences and has participated in the UN Economic and Social Council Youth Forum as an Australian delegate.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors' recommendations, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs. This week, Jemma presents a new way to diagnose the success of middle power cooperation in our uncertain global order. Clodia discusses the hidden creep of authoritarianism in Myanmar and the media’s complicity in normalising military rule. Mehnaaz looks into the closure of the Strait of Hormuz and its impacts on the fossil fuel sector. 
 
Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






		

	The Misdiagnosis of Middle Power Cooperation
In the Lowy Interpreter, Professor Biyon Sony Joseph challenges perceptions of middle power cooperation as a ‘myth’, arguing instead that the benchmark for successful collaboration is unrealistically high. Professor Joseph's perspective  is both pragmatic and compelling - particularly his argument that resolving global structural tensions requires readjusting our expectations of what middle powers can achieve within existing constraints.

Professor Joseph suggests that the central influence of middle powers is often misunderstood. It is tempting to dismiss middle powers for their tendency to move in lockstep with major blocs as well as the diversity of their economic, security and domestic needs but Joseph stresses that acknowledging their constraints should not negate their relevance as actors. 

He proposes a more nuanced benchmark that recognises middle power influence as incremental and domain-specific. Their contributions often emerge in areas where great powers are distracted or divided, such as trade, technology standards, climate policy and global health. For Australia, Joseph's call for patience and reframed expectations offer a valuable lens for assessing global engagement. 

Image credit: Adrian Wyld, via Canadian Press






		






		This column was written by Jemma Tan. Jemma is a final year Honours student at the University of Sydney studying a Bachelor of Commerce majoring in Finance and Chinese Studies. She is the current China Fellow for Young Australians in International Affairs.






		






		

	Myanmar’s Authoritarian Creep
Myanmar wants us to believe it is business as usual, but Lowy Interpreter contributor Manny Maung presents a different narrative on the hidden creep of authoritarianism in Myanmar and the media’s complicity in normalising military rule. 

Myanmar's junta has become adept at projecting an illusion of normality. With the election of Min Aung Hlaing earlier this month, the reality of the turmoil and upheaval that is leeching on the Myanmar community is being brushed carefully and strategically under the rug. As Maung argues, this façade conceals a harsher reality, reflecting a broader global challenge against the ‘authoritarian creep’. 
Language, Maung stresses, is not neutral. When media outlets refer to Min Aung Hlaing as “president” without interrogating the legitimacy - or absence - of the electoral process, they risk conferring legitimacy on a regime that seized power by force. Such framing transforms a coup into governance and treats illegitimacy as routine statecraft. 

The danger of authoritarian creep lies not only in the reshaping of leadership, but in how easily it is accepted. Uncritical reporting gradually normalises the erosion of democratic norms. Myanmar's crisis, then, is not only political but epistemic. As Maung says, resisting authoritarianism requires more than policy responses: it demands vigilance in how we speak about power itself. In Myanmar, the story being told may be just as consequential as the events unfolding.
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		This column was written by Clodia Stanislaus. Clodia is a final-year Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics student at the University of New South Wales majoring in Politics and International Relations. She is a Youth Committee Member of the Global Institute of Women's Leadership at ANU. 






		






		

	An Important Takeaway from the Iran War
In the Labor Tribune, journalist Marcus Strom argues that the war on Iran has exposed our continued reluctance to transition from fossil fuels to clean energy. Marcus synthesises theories of imperialist systems to show how the energy sector and multinational corporations have long profiteered off of conflicts and crises. 

34% of global seaborne oil trade passes through the Strait of Hormuz. Since the war and associated blockade, people have been subject to escalating fuel prices while oil refiners' margins increase. Strom criticises the international community’s focus on market-based solutions — which often prioritises profits and encourages everyday people to engage in climate-conscious personal efforts at their own expense — while ignoring the potential solution of lowering reliance on oil or at least taxing the fossil fuel sector. Strom writes “Even as the Albanese government backs a war that has intensified global energy instability, it has so far refused to implement even modest increases in resource taxation on gas exports.” 

Strom’s article provides an interesting look into potential avenues for systemic change, such as a nationalised energy industry investing into a sovereign wealth fund, in response to rapidly escalating international tensions in the Middle East. His suggestion that a global mass energy transition is necessary — to combat not only the climate crisis but also to maintain more stability during international conflicts — is an intriguing one. 

Image Credit: Ojas Narappanawar via Pexels 






		






		This article was selected by Mehnaaz Hossain. Mehnaaz is an Honours student in Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney. She was previously an editor for the University of Sydney’s student newspaper Honi Soit.






		






			What else we're reading









		· In the Guardian Australia, Marcia Langton calls for stronger action on disruptive racism amid the disgraceful acts in the ANZAC Day Dawn Service's ‘Welcome to Country’.
· David Crowe, in the Sydney Morning Herald, analyses the “deep concerns” and “lack of public engagement” in the UK surrounding the billion-dollar AUKUS deal.
· In Guardian Australia, spokesperson for the Iranian Women’s Association Nos Hosseini writes about how hurtful and harmful Angus Taylor’s remarks on Iran as “a bad country” are to both the diaspora and Iranians fighting the regime. 
· Al Jazeera reports on China’s efforts to block US tech giant Meta from acquiring a Chinese AI company, as Trump vows to defend the US from foreign interference.
· In the AFR, International Affairs expert James Curran, discusses the implications of Australia’s growing relations with Japan as tensions mount between China and the US. 
· Also in the AFR, former Prime Minister Paul Keating responds to the Federal Opposition's “cowardly and racist” migration policy, calling on the opposition to chart a new course. 
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