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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos, and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, they delve into the global history of political assassinations, Australia's maritime security challenges, and the complexity of media portrayals of China.
Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.






		






		[image: A group of people walking on a street

Description automatically generated]

	Political Assassinations: Not Just an American Problem

The attempted assassination of presidential candidate Donald Trump in July sent the 24-hour news cycle into a frenzied analytical tailspin. Journalists and pundits scrambled to explain how and why such an act could have unfolded, while the rapid spread of mis- and disinformation made it increasingly difficult to get a handle on the facts. In an excellent article for The Conversation, International History professor Matt Fitzpatrick situates the assassination attempt in the longue durée of political violence. In his analysis, Trump’s attempted assassination was not an outlier event in modern democracies. Rather, it was another episode in a long history of extreme protest that shows no signs of abating. From Julius Caesar to Tsar Alexander II, Mahatma Gandhi to Benazir Bhutto, assassinations—as distinct from political killings—have seen private individuals take up the cause of nationalism, revolution or bitter resentment to challenge the state monopoly on violence. Yet for all the bravado and zeal of a would-be assassin, Fitzpatrick concludes with an important reminder: “It is impossible to assassinate a system, a structure, a movement or an idea. Real political change requires more complex forms of engagement than the shortcut of the assassin’s bullet”.
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		This article was selected by Imogen Biggins. Imogen recently graduated from the University of Sydney with First Class Honours in a Bachelor of Arts/Advanced Studies (International and Global Studies), for which she received the University Medal.
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	What Do the Maritime Security Challenges Close to Australia Mean for the Country's Future?

On Wednesday 31 July 2024 the Lowy Institute had a discussion with Rebecca Strating and Joanne Wallis on their new book Girt by Sea: Reimagining Australia's Security, which looks at six maritime domains central to the country's national interests and offers an alternative vision for how Australia should understand its security environment. The authors discuss Australia's strategic challenges, focusing on finding security in the north seas (the Timor, Arafura and Coral Seas and the Torres Strait), the Western Pacific, the South China Sea, the South Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and the Southern Ocean.

Rebecca Strating and Joanne Wallis spoke in conversation with Hervé Lemahieu, Director of Research at the Lowy Institute. Professor Rebecca Strating is the Director of La Trobe Asia and a Professor of International Relations at La Trobe University, Melbourne. Her research focuses primarily on Asian regional security, maritime disputes, and Australian foreign and defence policy. Professor Joanne Wallis is Professor of International Security in the Department of Politics and International Relations, and Director of the Security in the Pacific Islands research program, at the University of Adelaide. She is also a Nonresident Senior Fellow of the Brookings Institution.
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		This webinar was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.
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	Sideline Sinology
Now more than ever we need nuance in news. It is missing in mainstream media reporting on China, which trends towards demonising developments. This is worse because most journalists cover China from outside, and the few still based in Beijing or Shanghai are under pressure from authorities on both sides to “toe the line”. The truth is always more complicated, and best understood by those with lived experience, who do not have to rely on secondhand accounts and government propaganda.

I am heartened to read a statement from the American writer Peter Hessler about “Sideline Sinology” – the simplistic views of armchair critics - rebutting those who have attacked him for being “pro-China”. Hessler’s forthcoming book Other Rivers (Penguin/Random House) documents recent developments in China through the lens of its education system. He formerly worked as a lecturer in western China and keeps in contact with many of his former students so he has multiple sources for his opinions. I shall snap up a copy of 'Other Rivers' as soon as it hits Sydney bookshelves.
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		This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of International Affairs.






		






			From the Interns









		






		In addition to our Councillors' recommendations, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over this week. This week Ethan Pooley analyses the political economy factors driving China's production "overcapacity", while Paloma Hawkins assesses the strategic implications of China’s diplomacy in Latin America in light of the latest Venezuelan election.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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		China's Real Economic Crisis
The Chinese economy is moving on. It’s out with the old – investment and growth in construction – and in with the new – investment and growth in higher-value sectors that are key to the clean energy transition. But the rich economies that have traditionally dominated this end of the production value-chain, in particular the EU and the US, assert that China is engaged in a systematic strategy of “overproduction" aiming to undermine the competitiveness of Western companies. In this politically charged environment, where national pride and economic interests are provoking deep seated insecurity, sober and nuanced analysis and policy solutions are essential.

Enter Zoe (Zhongyuan) Liu’s article. He unpacks the political economy factors that are driving China’s new production priorities. He explains that the various levels of government and the private sector align themselves around target sectors. By creating a glut of supply in the global market for many goods, Chinese firms are pushing prices below the break-even point for producers in other countries. Liu’s historical approach highlights that this is by no means a new phenomenon. He offers constructive pathways for a new US administration to adopt, with the warning that further isolating China will not only encourage Beijing to double down on its overcapacity policy and have less to lose in a confrontation – military or economic – but also cause the US to experience economic headwinds that are unnecessary and avoidable.
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		This article was selected by Ethan Pooley. He is holds undergraduate degrees in Political Science and International Studies and is currently undertaking a postgraduate course in Public Policy.
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	China Breaks With Latin America and BRICS Allies Over Venezuela Election Fraud
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro's time in office has been fraught with controversy. Accusations of autocratic governance and widespread corruption have drawn significant international criticism, leading to sanctions from countries such as the US. The recent election on 28 July, marred by doubts over its legitimacy, continues this trend. In an article for The Diplomat, Paul Hare, a former British diplomat and current professor at Boston University, analyses China’s prompt support for Maduro's claimed victory. Hare explores how Beijing's endorsement of Maduro's reelection has strained relations with South American nations, including key BRICS ally, Brazil and Belt and Road Initiative partners, Chile and Peru.
China’s backing is largely driven by its substantial financial stake in Venezuela, which has accumulated nearly half of China's Latin American loans, repayable in oil. However, this financial interest, while significant, risks undermining China’s broader objectives in the region. Latin America’s major economies and many BRICS partners view China’s support as a miscalculation that could alienate key allies and impact trade relations.
Hare argues that China’s alignment with a controversial regime such as Venezuela may damage its influence and strategic investments across Latin America. As Beijing seeks to bolster its global standing in regions traditionally dominated by the US,  a more nuanced diplomatic approach would better serve its long-term interests and promote regional stability. 
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		This article was selected by Paloma Hawkins. Paloma is in her final year of a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Advanced Studies where she double majors in International Relations and Political Economy at The University of Sydney. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· In Pearls and Irritations Kari McKern gives an intriguing account of the ups and downs of the ideal of an independent, expert bureaucracy in both China and the West.
· In a recent Foreign Policy Live episode, Singaporean Defence Minister Ng Eng Hen discusses how Singapore’s diplomatic strategy adeptly balances US-China tensions, leveraging its position to manage Beijing’s assertiveness and Washington’s influence.
· Associate Professor Marina Zhang of the Australia-China Relations Institute explores how Indonesia is navigating the opportunities presented by great power competition for its domestic industries and what it means for Australia. 
· Sebastian Strangio covers the joint exercise between the coast guards of Vietnam and the Philippines in The Diplomat.
· Simon Chadwick and Paul Widdop, for The Conversation, discuss the geopolitics of the Olympics.
· Philipp Ivanov, writing in The Interpreter, shines a light on how Australia's largest companies view, and are managing, geopolitical instability now and into the future.






		






			Upcoming Events









		






		In-person events!

We're committed to keeping debate about international affairs going, so get involved by attending our in-person events at Glover Cottages on Tuesday nights. Our next event will be held on August 13th: "South American Football: Passion, Revolution and Glory".
Dr. Jorge Knijnik will discuss whether international sport fosters peace and understanding or amplifies conflict based on national identities. The current Olympic Games in Paris highlight this dilemma. Drawing from his new book, Tales of South American Football: Passion, Revolution and Glory, Dr. Knijnik explores the complex interplay between football and South America's volatile politics, oppression, and inequality. He examines how the sport has influenced the region's struggles for democracy and transitional justice, and how it both divides and unites societies in Argentina, Brazil, and Colombia.

For further information please email nswexec@internationalaffairs.org.au.
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