
 

 

 

Appendix - Global Indexes Used with Top 5 in each and Australia  
 
Below are the indexes and statistics covered in the article, listed by category, with links to the sources and 
showing the number of countries included in each.  The top five ranked countries in each index/statistic are 
also listed, along with Australia’s ranking. 
 

General prosperity/wellbeing:  
 

UN Human Development Index 2025 (195 countries) 
1. Iceland  2. Norway  2. Switzerland  4. Denmark  5. Sweden  (7. Australia) 
 

 

Legatum Prosperity Index 2023 (167)  
1. Denmark  2. Sweden  3. Norway  4. Finland  5. Switzerland  (15. Australia) 
 

Global Social Progress Index 2025 (170) 
1. Norway  2. Denmark  3. Sweden  4. Finland  5. Switzerland  (12. Australia) 
 

US News Quality of Life ranking 2024 (89) 
1. Sweden  2. Norway  3. Canada  4. Denmark  5. Finland  (8. Australia) 
 

World Happiness Report 2024 (147)  
1. Finland  2. Denmark  3. Iceland  4. Sweden  5. Netherlands  (10. Australia) 
 
Economic prosperity: 
 

IMD World Competitiveness Ranking 2024 (67)   
1. Singapore  2. Switzerland  3. Denmark  4. Ireland  5. Hong Kong  (13. Australia) 
 

World Bank Gross National Income per capita (purchasing power parity) 2023 (191)  
1. Qatar  2. Singapore  3. Norway  4. Ireland  5. Luxembourg  (19. Australia) 
 

World Bank Median income (ppp) data 2023 (119) 
1. Luxembourg  2. UAE  3. Switzerland  4. Norway  5. USA  (12. Australia) 
 
Governance and democracy: 
 

Economist Intelligence Unit Democracy Index 2024 (167)  
1. Norway  2. New Zealand  3. Sweden  4. Iceland 5. Switzerland  (14. Australia) 
 

Freedom House lFreedom in the World Index 2025 (194)   
1. Finland  2= Norway, New Zealand, Sweden 5= Canada, Denmark, Ireland, Netherlands, Luxembourg 
 (18= Australia) 
 

Reporters Without Borders Press Freedom Index 2025 (180)  
1. Norway  2. Estonia  3. Netherlands  4. Sweden  5. Finland  (29. Australia) 
 

World Justice Project (WJP) Rule of Law Index 2024 (142)  

1. Denmark  2. Norway  3. Finland  4. Sweden 5. Germany (11. Australia) 
 

Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index 2024 (180)   
1. Denmark  2. Finland  3. Singapore  4. New Zealand  5= Luxembourg, Norway, Switzerland  (10. Australia) 
 

Chandler Institute Good Government Index 2024 (113) 
1. Singapore  2. Denmark  3. Finland  4. Switzerland  5. Norway (15. Australia) 
 

Health: 
 

UN World Population Prospects Life expectancy data 2024 (209)   
1. Japan  2. South Korea  3. Andorra  4. Switzerland  5. Australia  
 

Legatum Prosperity Index health pillar rankings 2023 (167)   
1. Singapore  2. Japan 3. South Korea  4. Taiwan  5. China  (21. Australia) 
 

CEOWorld Best Health Care Systems 2024 (110). 
1. Taiwan 2. South Korea  3. Australia  4. Canada  5. Sweden 
 
Education and Science: 
 

UNDP Education Index 2022 (193)   

https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/human-development-index
https://index.prosperity.com/about-prosperity/prosperity-index
https://www.socialprogress.org/alti-global-social-progress-index
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/rankings/quality-of-life
https://data.worldhappiness.report/table?_gl=1*r1bvb2*_gcl_au*MTIyMDgzMTQ1OS4xNzQxNDk2MzE0
https://www.imd.org/centers/wcc/world-competitiveness-center/rankings/world-competitiveness-ranking/rankings/wcr-rankings/
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GNP.PCAP.PP.CD
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/daily-median-income
https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2024/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2025/uphill-battle-to-safeguard-rights
https://rsf.org/en/index
https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/global/2024/
https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024
https://chandlergovernmentindex.com/
https://population.un.org/wpp/downloads?folder=Standard%25252520Projections&group=Most%25252520used
https://index.prosperity.com/rankings
https://ceoworld.biz/2024/04/02/countries-with-the-best-health-care-systems-2024/
https://www.datapandas.org/ranking/education-rankings-by-country


 

 

1. Iceland  2. Germany  3. Norway  4. UK  5. Denmark  (9. Australia) 
 

World Top20 Education Systems ranking 2024 (203)  
1. South Korea  2. Denmark  3. Netherlands  4. Belgium  5. Denmark  (17. Australia) 
 

Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2022 results (81)   
1. Singapore  2. Japan  3. Taiwan  4. South Korea  5. Hong Kong  (10. Australia) 
 

U21 Ranking of National Higher Education Systems 2020 (50)   
1. USA  2. Switzerland  3. Denmark  4. Singapore  5. Sweden  (9. Australia) 
 

WIPO Global Innovation Index 2024 (133) 
1. Switzerland  2. Sweden  3. USA  4. Singapore  5. UK  (23. Australia) 
 
Equality and social mobility:  
 

UN World Income Inequality Database Gini inequality (various years - 191)   
1. Slovakia  2. Slovenia  3. Belarus  4. Qatar  5. Ukraine  (76. Australia) 
 

World Economic Forum Global Social Mobility Index 2020 (82)   
1. Denmark  2. Norway  3. Sweden  4. Finland  5. Iceland  (16. Australia) 
 

UNDP Gender Inequality Index 2022 (166)   

1. Denmark  2. Norway  3. Sweden  4. Finland  5. Netherlands  (17. Australia) 
 

WEF Global Gender Gap Report 2024 (146) 
1. Iceland  2. Finland  3. Norway  4. New Zealand  5.  Sweden  (24. Australia) 

 
Safety, security and the environment:  
 

Intentional Homicide rates UNODC latest data (176 jurisdictions, excluding microstates)  
1. Singapore  2. Qatar  3. Oman  4. Bahrain  5. Japan  (34. Australia) 
 

WJP Rule of Law Index Order and Security ranking 2024 (142)   
1. Luxembourg  2. Singapore  3. Denmark  4. Ireland  5. Norway  (24. Australia)  
 

Global Peace Index 2024 (163) 

1. Iceland  2. Ireland  3. Austria  4. New Zealand  5. Singapore  (19. Australia) 
 

WHO Traffic deaths per capita data 2021 (187) 
1. Maldives 2. Norway 3. Singapore  4. Malta  5. Sweden (22. Australia) 
 

Yale Environmental Performance Index 2024 (180) 
1. Estonia  2. Luxembourg  3. Germany  4. Finland  5. UK  (23. Australia) 

https://worldtop20.org/education-database/
https://www.oecd.org/content/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2023/12/pisa-2022-results-volume-i_76772a36/53f23881-en.pdf
https://universitas21.com/news/u21s-9th-final-ranking-national-higher-education-systems-released/
https://www.wipo.int/web-publications/global-innovation-index-2024/en/
https://www.wider.unu.edu/database/world-income-inequality-database-wiid
https://www3.weforum.org/docs/Global_Social_Mobility_Report.pdf
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/thematic-composite-indices/gender-inequality-index
https://www.weforum.org/publications/global-gender-gap-report-2024/digest/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_intentional_homicide_rate
https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-law-index/global/2024/Order%25252520and%25252520Security/
https://www.economicsandpeace.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/GPI-2024-web.pdf
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/indicators/indicator-details/GHO/estimated-road-traffic-death-rate-(per-100-000-population)
https://epi.yale.edu/downloads/2024epiexecutivesummary.pdf

