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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, they consider Alexei Navalny's death, threats of mandatory conscription in Myanmar and an innovative Royal Society of NSW event.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Contemporary Hero: Alexei Navalny

A good holiday should provide respite from current affairs and news, but sometimes an event is so cataclysmic that it shatters the vacation bubble. This February, the report of the death of Russian dissident Alexei Navalny broke the calm of New Zealand’s countryside like the rumble of an earthquake. Navalny, called by The Guardian “Putin’s most significant political challenger”, died in prison on 16 February. His death highlighted the seemingly unrestrainable power of Vladimir Putin. It can only be interpreted as a warning from Moscow of the fate of any who dare to set themselves up against the regime, in Ukraine or elsewhere.
Coming home to Sydney, I reminded myself of Navalny’s courageous opposition to autocracy by watching the 2022 documentary Navalny, freely available on SBS On Demand. It is available there for the next few weeks. Do not miss it!
 
Image credit: Michał Siergiejevicz






		






		This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Hiding Out Against Conscription in Myanmar 
 
Anonymously speaking to Aung Naing Soe and Rebecca Ratcliffe for The Guardian, this interview with a garment worker in Myanmar provides a personal insight into the fear of the military that has gripped Myanma people. Two-thirds of the country are in conflict, and the military continues to fight anti-coup groups of rebels. The garment worker discusses in detail the emotional response of his friends and family, who, under threat of mandatory conscription laws, fear kidnapping and forced enrolment. This mandatory conscription he describes as the military’s ‘last, final bullet’, using people as human shields against anti-coup groups. He discusses the movement way from cities, as people aim to return to their home villages to keep their families close together. He describes the difficulties of joining resistance groups, who would be unable to find him a job or help him feed his young family. Further, he stresses the impossibility of leaving due to the extreme expense to get a passport. The emotional cost of this ongoing conflict is felt throughout the interview, providing insight into the living conditions of those under military rule. 
 
Image credit: Paul Vrieze
 






		






		This article was selected by Isabel Freudenstein. Isabel is chair of the Australian Red Cross Rising Women Leaders and graduated from a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Advanced Studies at the University of Sydney with First Class Honours in International Relations. Her thesis examined the changing nature of humanitarian intervention in a multipolar international system. Isabel is currently studying a Juris Doctor at the University of Sydney and working as a paralegal.
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	Resilience before readiness - for want of a horseshoe nail 
This excellent talk by Vince Di Petro AM CSC FRSN provides an inspirational example of resourcefulness in the face of adversity in the south coast fires of a few years ago. A long time resident of the Illawarra due to his service as a Navy aviator at the Naval Air Station there, he led the response to the fires in both leadership of community groups and in the low-cost application of everyday communication technology to provide the emergency coordination network that had previously been lacking or vulnerable to power outages.
  
The event was hosted by the Royal Society of NSW on Wednesday 21 February 2024 at the Metcalfe Theatre, State Library of NSW. It served as a joint meeting of the Australian Institute of Energy, the Australian Nuclear Association, the Sydney Division of Engineers Australia, and the Royal Society of NSW.
 
The speaker, Vince Di Pietro AM CSC FRSN, is an independent Consultant, a former Commodore, Royal Australian Navy and a former CEO of Lockheed Martin Australia and New Zealand.
Image credit: Lithgowlights
 






		






		This video was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.






		






			From the Interns









		






		In addition to our Councillors' recommendations, we invited our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over this week. This week, Isabella Crowe considers Brazil's foreign policy choices since Lula's reelection and Paris Fleury investigates the rising social restrictions placed on Pakistani citizens.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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		A year on from re-election: Lula as a 'diplomatic broker' 

In January 2023, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva was re-elected as President of Brazil after twelve years out of office. A year later, Matias Spektor argues in Foreign Affairs that Lula’s foreign policy decisions have not aligned with his previously stated goals and electoral promises. Spektor outlines Lula’s intentions to assert Brazil as a leader in Latin America, facilitate international cooperation and act as a bridge between Western countries and Brazil’s South American neighbours, concluding that his diplomatic choices have not produced these outcomes. His perspectives on Ukrainian President Zelensky and comments about 'instability' related to NATO have alienated the USA, who single-handedly blocked the UN Security Council resolution for a ceasefire in Gaza that was led by Brazil in October. 

In order to better assert his vision of Brazilian foreign policy, Lula must focus on ties with the USA ahead of their presidential election and the G20 summit to be hosted by Brazil in November. Spektor argues that a greater emphasis on the mutual interests of green transition and food security would benefit Lula's diplomatic approach towards the USA and neighbouring South American countries. Brazil's role as a host of the upcoming G20 summit and COP30 conference will provide Lula with an 'international stage' to assert himself as a diplomatic intermediary. 

Image credit: The White House






		






		This article was selected by Isabella Crowe. Isabella is an International Relations student currently completing her Honours at the University of New South Wales. She is writing her thesis about memory politics in Australia and its influence on foreign policy.
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	Pakistan's Internet Dilemma
In the wake of the February 2024 Pakistani General Election, the nation faces increasing global criticisms for violations of freedom of speech. Since the election, the coalition government of the Pakistan Muslim League and the Pakistan People’s Party have prohibited the use of the social media platform X, formally known as Twitter. Broader internet services, including specific VPNs, have also been downgraded. Thus, Pakistani citizens find it increasingly difficult to interact online quickly and efficiently.

In an article for The Interpreter, Pakistani-based journalist and researcher Adnan Aamir investigates the root causes of the nation’s online censorship and its implications. The prohibition of social media platforms began following the no-confidence motion that caused the dismissal of former Prime Minister Imran Khan. After Khan’s removal and arrest, his political party, Pakistan Tehreek i Insaf (PTI), was banned from holding physical political gatherings. As a result, the PTI’s meetings became virtual. The article highlights this movement to virtual rallies as the initial cause of the government’s tightening control over social media. Following this successful manoeuvre in reducing political competition, the government widened internet control to reduce general dissent. The article demonstrates how the country’s banning of social media platforms foreshadows a ‘bleak future’ --- one in which the freedom of Pakistani citizens will continue to be eroded unless effective opposition is mounted against the moves.

Image credit: Alisdare Hickson






		






		This article was selected by Paris Fleury. Paris is in her final semester of her undergraduate degree studying Politics and International Relations at the University of Sydney. During her studies, she completed a semester abroad at Sciences Po University in Reims, France. Paris is also a member of the Peace and Security Team for the United Nations Association of Australia NSW Division.






		






			What else we're reading









		· In InnovationAus, Justin Hendry discusses the potential for Australian leadership in air traffic control.
· Richard Gizbert hosts The Listening Post for Al Jazeera. This week's episode dissects the New York Times controversy over the fabricated ‘Hamas Rape’ story. 
· Writing for The Lowy Institute, Kate Clayton examines music as a form of soft power and how it could benefit Australia's foreign policy. 
· Anchal Vohra discusses military mobility across Europe for Foreign Policy, outlining how the existing Schengen Agreement can be adapted to include the movement of troops.
· Produced for Vox, Laura Bult’s video investigates the rise of AI weather models and how they could be incorporated into traditional forecasting to predict extreme weather. 
· Writing for Vice, Nick Thompson interviews Antonia Juhasz, a senior researcher on fossil fuels at Human Rights Watch, to discuss why oil companies are allowed to make extreme profits and what can be done to mitigate their power.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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