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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, they consider how to avoid a great power war, the state of justice and foreign engagement with Ethiopia following civil war and the role that Australia can play in stabilising power and security in the Asian region. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	How to Avoid a Great-Power War

General Mark Milley is the chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff. When he gives an interview on international affairs, his views should be widely read and respected. Foreign Affairs Editor Daniel Kurtz-Phelan, recorded a discussion with Milley on 2 May as a podcast that is also available in transcript. They talk about developments in the Ukraine war, European reactions, compare China and Russia, and, most importantly, how to avoid a great-power war in the future. Milley notes bitterly that nowhere in the world is there any soldier who has experienced a great-power war, and he cannot name any serving politician with firsthand experience. He concludes by saying that we should be committed to preventing such a horrific catastrophe and use all possible non violent means to resolve differences.

Image credit: US Navy 
 






		






		This podcast was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM FAIIA. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, a Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Ethiopia is not ready for Transitional Justice 

After a two-year civil war in Tigray, the Ethiopian government is proposing a transitional justice process. The government's policy paper, released in November 2022, alluded to notions of ‘sovereignty’ and ‘national dignity’ alongside commitments to transitional justice. This, Seifudien Adem and Abadir Ibrahim suggest in Foreign Policy, is a deeply ironic and ultra-nationalist position, given human rights violations allegedly committed by Eritrea, in occupied Ethiopian territory. Advocates for US re-engagement with Ethiopia do so on the grounds that national interest must not trump human rights. As the article argues, this only aligns further with the government’s desire to use national sovereignty as an ‘impenetrable shield’ against international accountability.

Adem and Ibrahim warn that the current initiative proposes to attain transitional justice without a transition away from authoritarianism or any input from mechanisms of international organisations. They suggest that even if one takes the Ethiopian government’s commitment to transitional justice at face value, the government does not command enough faith among people to achieve it. Further, the cracks in the judicial system emphasise that the Ethiopian government is well placed to obstruct accountability under the guise of transitional justice. They conclude by arguing that Ethiopia is not ready for transitional justice as this must be justice for the victims, not protect the perpetrators of brutality.

Image credit: Kelly
 






		






		This article was selected by Isabel Freudenstein. Isabel graduated from a Bachelor of Art and Bachelor of Advanced Studies at the University of Sydney with a First Class Honours in International Relations. Isabel is currently studying a Juris Doctor at the University of Sydney.
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	Australia can play ‘stabilising role’ in Asia amid US-China tensions, Singapore ministers say

As the US-China rivalry continues to cloud Southeast Asian geopolitics, Australia can play a “stabilising role” in the region by leveraging its economic and strategic influence, top Singapore officials said last week following bilateral talks in Canberra. Singapore’s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan spoke glowingly about the state of bilateral ties in a press conference following the talks, saying both nations were complementary, “absolutely reliable” and trusted each other in a time of uncertainty in geopolitics.
 
This article supports the general thesis of the recent book ‘Australia’s Security in China’s Shadow’ by Euan Graham (Adelphi Press 2023) who quoted former Philippines Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Teodoro Locsin Jr. saying ‘ASEAN member states, singly and collectively, do not possess the military wherewithal to maintain peace and security in South East Asia.’
 
Graham noted the 2020 Australian Defence Strategic Update recognised Singapore as Australia’s most advanced defence partner in Southeast Asia, with armed forces comparable to the Australian Defence Force. Singapore armed forces make extensive use of Australian training and exercise facilities and the two defence forces collaborate in many respects including the long standing Five Power Defence Arrangements with Malaysia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom dating from 1971.

Image credit: III Marine Expeditionary Force 






		






		This article was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.






		






			From the Interns









		






		In addition to our Councillors' recommendations, we invited our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over this week. This week Roisin Browne discusses the role of the Biden administration in the conflict in Sudan, and Isobel Logan shares a podcast exploring the current state of the international-rules based system and future of contemporary power politics. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	How US Efforts to Guide Sudan to Democracy Ended in War
Just weeks ago, US diplomats believed that Sudan was on the verge of a breakthrough agreement that would advance its transition to becoming a democracy. Now, the country is in crisis.
 
Edward Wong, Michael Crowley and Declan Walsh attribute US involvement in Sudan to Biden’s wider foreign policy strategy of strengthening democracies worldwide in an attempt to allow nations to stand as bulwarks against the influences of China, Russia and other autocratic powers. However, the failure of the Biden administration to guide Sudan toward democracy is in part due to its lack of understanding of the country’s complex political landscape. The authors note that the US prioritised negotiations with the military council in Sudan, which had been involved in the overthrow of former President Omar al-Bashir, but failed to engage with other opposition groups. This resulted in a power struggle between the military council and civilian-led opposition groups, culminating in a violent crackdown on protesters in June 2019.
 
Critics say the Biden administration failed to empower civilian leaders and instead prioritised working with the two rival generals, General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan and General Mohamed Hamdan. With Sudan quickly becoming the power vacuum that President Biden was hoping to avoid, congressional leaders are now calling for the US and UN to appoint special envoys to the conflict-ridden country.

Image credit: International Crisis Group






		






		This article was selected by Roisin Browne. Roisin is a fourth year Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Advanced Studies student majoring in Politics/ International Relations and Advanced French. Roisin is currently completing her honours thesis on GCC involvement in Yemen and Somalia. 
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	Is there such a thing as a rules-based international order? 
The events of the past year have revealed fractures in the post-war world system that was designed to maintain global peace. Distinguished Princeton professor John Ikenberry sits down with the Financial Times chief foreign affairs columnist, Gideon Rachman, to discuss the state of the international rules-based order. This system is constantly advocated for and defended by the United States and its allies, including Australia in Foreign Minister Wong's recent address to Parliament. Rachman and Ikenberry discuss its meaning, value and contestation in today’s contemporary world. Ikenberry reminds us of the fundamental importance of the rules-based order in preventing a world system of pure power politics.
 
Their enlightening discussion covers the nature of US hegemony, including the implications of the ‘grand mistake’ in Iraq and weaponised economic interdependence, as well as how Russia and China are challenging the existing order.  Ikenberry believes that we are in a semi-constitutional moment, where contesting ideas are on the table for how the world will be organised in the coming decades. Ikenberry warns that what is ahead for the world order will inevitably be a complex mix of both competition and collaboration. He suggests that as we navigate this world-order moment, it is critical that progress on existential global issues, such as those surrounding the climate, are not threatened by desires to gain advantages in bipolar rivalries.

Image credit: Karolina Grabowska






		






		This podcast was selected by Isobel Logan. Isobel is an honours student at the University of Sydney in Politics and International Relations. She currently works at a bank and is particularly interested in international trade, sustainability and global climate policy.






		






			What else we're reading









		· Nina Jankowicz and Tom Southern discuss how governments can keep their citizens committed to Ukraine's defence in Foreign Affairs.
· In a recent episode of ABC News Foreign Correspondent, Lauren Day explores the rise of Bahrain as the Middle East's new party capital. 
· Manjari Chatterjee Miller and Clare Harris ask if the Commonwealth under King Charles III is still relevant in the Council on Foreign Relations.
· Following their report this month on life in Afghanistan, The Economist proposes that it is time for the West to engage (very carefully) with the Taliban.
· In memory of previous National President of the Institute, Allan Gyngell AO FAIIA, Darren Lim revisits the history of Australian foreign politics policy to provide greater vision for contemporary events reflecting on Gyngell's book Fear of Abandonment: Australia in the world since 1942.
· Senior defence analyst Hugh White in Pearls and Irritations identifies a growing uneasiness about AUKUS and the nuclear submarine deal, including undermining existing international nuclear safeguards agreements.
 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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