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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, they share a video of Paul Keating giving his thoughts on AUKUS, an article reflecting on the failures of Iraqi democracy twenty years after the United States-led invasion Iraq, an article about supply chain resilience, and a recommendation of a book about the future world order.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Defence policy or foreign policy?

Former PMs have some privileges and are often worth listening to (the last issue of Columns featured a talk on China by Kevin Rudd). This month Paul Keating got stuck into AUKUS and the government's commitment to spend over 360 billion dollars on nuclear-powered submarines. He ruffled a lot of feathers, and press comments have focussed on his personal attacks on PM Albanese and Foreign Minister Penny Wong. I recommend listening to his address to the Press Club in full. It is colourful and incisive in a way that only Keating can be. Setting aside his snide comments about the current Labor Party leadership, his address raises some important points.
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		This video recording was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Failures of Iraqi Democracy

Reflecting on the 20th anniversary of the US-led invasion in Iraq, Renad Mansour in Foreign Affairs analyses the succeeding political system. On paper, Iraq has looked like a democracy, with five national elections and peaceful handovers of power. But, he argues, the government has failed to provide basic services to citizens. The system has enshrined a small elite – often returning expatriates with sectarian agendas – who profited from the power vacuum in an oil-rich country, causing disillusionment amongst Iraqi people. Mansour suggests this is what is driving low election turnout, with a record low of 41% in the 2021 parliamentary elections. 

Mansour stresses that the explanation is not just the haste and mistakes made post-invasion - disbanding the Iraqi military, purging members of Saddam’s Baath party and firing over 40,000 senior civil servants - but rather that the new political system did not bring meaningful democracy: instead, it has inflamed sectarian divisions and quashed dissent. Mansour believes that the protection of the political elite is at the heart of a continuous failure of Iraqi democracy. In a population that has nearly doubled in the last 20 years, most Iraqis have no memory of Saddam and don’t buy into the sectarian narratives. Their paramount concern is with living standards. International actors must not continue to support the ruling elite at the expense of democratic institutions and the public interest.
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		This article was selected by Isabel Freudenstein. Isabel graduated from a Bachelor of Art and Bachelor of Advanced Studies at the University of Sydney with a First Class Honours in International Relations. Isabel is currently studying a Juris Doctor at the University of Sydney.
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	Rubber from Dandelions?

The buzzwords of sovereign supply chain resilience are finding concrete form in the United States amid moves to make rubber from dandelions. Industrial biomanufacturing of this nature works as a kind of import substitution and is receiving support from the US Defence establishment due to the Pentagon's large chemical supply chain vulnerabilities. This work is sponsored by BioMADE in the United States and Australia has no equivalent model, yet Australia has enviable quantities of sugar in Queensland - perfect if you're looking for a dandelion-like feedstock. Watch this space as the National Reconstruction Fund begins to search for new initiatives to fund.
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		This article was selected by Thom Dixon. Thom is the Vice-President of AIIA NSW. He is undertaking a PhD at Macquarie University looking at emerging technology and international security, and is an honorary research fellow with Remi AI. He regularly writes on issues in research, innovation and international affairs.
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	The Future World Order?

There is much talk today about the “rules based international order”. But where did this order come from and what is its future? The renowned Australian scholar, Hedley Bull, argued that there was such a thing as international society, but it was an anarchic one – it functioned in the absence of an overarching authority, or world government. Though he strongly defended international society against many of its detractors, Bull remained sceptical about the viability of any collective arrangement that was not based on a common culture.

India, China and modern Islam are important players in contemporary international society. But they are also the inheritors of ancient cultures that are the focus of a recent book by Hendrik Spruyt. How did those ancient cultures manage the issue of order in their worlds? And what might this imply for their views about future world order? Spruyt’s book seems like a good place to start.
Hedley Bull: The Anarchical Society (4th edn. 2002)
Hendrik Spruyt: The World Imagined (2020)
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		This article was selected by Bob Howard. Bob researches aspects of the history of international relations in the twentieth century, with special reference to developments in international security. He is an honorary associate and former lecturer in the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney and has written extensively on international relations, international security and Australian politics.






		






			From the Interns









		






		In addition to our Councillors' recommendations, we invited our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over this week. This week Ryan Lung looks at an article that explains the current problems that the international banking system is experiencing and Bakar Mohamed discusses Syria's growing ties with the United Arab Emirates after Iran and Saudi Arabia's agreement to re-establish diplomatic ties. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Another international banking crisis?
The recent demise of Silicon Valley Bank in the United States and then Credit Suisse in Europe has prompted many to speculate that we may be experiencing an international banking crisis. Many discussions of international finance are riddled with incomprehensible jargon but this article gives a clear and succinct overview of the situation that has emerged. Investors speculate that other mid-sized banks in the United States may have similar finances to Silicon Valley Bank (which collapsed because of bad investment decisions), causing panic in financial markets. A fall in Credit Suisse’s stock price, reflecting market sentiment about the institution’s poor management and involvement in numerous scandals, has not helped matters. 
Although these are isolated incidents in terms of their cause and location, experts are still concerned that bank investors and customers have been spooked and will continue their withdrawals. In response, the US Federal Reserve is spearheading an initiative to allow other countries’ central banks to obtain US dollars more easily, thereby easing the supply of credit to borrowers worldwide who need money for their mortgages, businesses and investments. It is too early to tell whether the situation will escalate further.
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		This article was selected by Ryan Lung. Ryan is a third year Bachelor of Arts/Bachelor of Advanced Studies student majoring in History and English at the University of Sydney.
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	Syria welcomed back into the Arab world?

Syria, amongst other Arab states, has had a rush in establishing diplomatic relations in the MENA - Middle East and North Africa - region. Snowballing from the Iran-Saudi deal to re-establish diplomatic ties, Syrian officials have made 3 trips to the Gulf, including Oman and UAE. This has seen Arab states welcoming Syria back into the Arab League after its expulsion in 2011 with the start of its civil war, including Saudi Arabia reassessing its foreign policy approach towards Syria.
With Russia occupied with their Ukraine war, and the US taking a US-first strategy, regional states have recognised a higher responsibility for peace and security in the region. This explains the normalisation of ties between Syria and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the Iran-Saudi agreement, Turkiye’s eagerness to restore diplomatic relations with Egypt, and also the potential dialogue surrounding the Yemeni war.
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		This article was selected by Bakar Mohamad. Bakar is an independent content creator on MENA affairs on his channel, BM Discourse. He is also a social science student, pursuing a career in international development.






		






			What else we're reading









		· In The Guardian, Patrick Wintour reports on Iran and Saudi Arabia’s agreement to restore ties after China-brokered talks.
· As French President Emanuel Macron’s government survives a no-confidence vote over his contentious pension plan, NBC News reports on the fallout from Paris. 
· In another article from The Guardian, Bethan McKernan explains why hundreds of thousands of Israelis are protesting against the Netanyahu government’s plans to overhaul the judicial system. 
· Susannah Patton from the Lowy Institute argues that education is a declining asset for Australia’s engagement with Southeast Asia as access to higher education locally has proliferated, and argues for allocating more scholarships for this demographic to attract them to Australia.
· Samantha Power argues in Foreign Affairs that autocracies are now on the back foot and that advocates of democracy should focus more on the pain and dangers of economic inequality.
· In a Council on Foreign Relations blog, Christoph Meinel and David Hagebölling argue that geopolitical conflict is allowing China and Russia to advocate for a stronger role for states in technical internet governance.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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