
 
 
 

 

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (ACT BRANCH) 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 23 NOVEMBER 2022 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Despite the operating constraints caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, ACT 

Branch continued to provide members a varied and hopefully stimulating, 

program throughout the year. Back in February, we organised a fully virtual 

presentation on South Africa by the Chair of the Centre for Continuing History, 

Dr Terrence McNamee, who was based in Johannesburg.  In March, we held 

two hybrid events: the first a presentation by the Indonesian Ambassador on 

Indonesia’s views on the Indo-Pacific region; and the second a talk by former 

DFAT and ONA analyst, Kyle Wilson, on Putin’s Russia. Both events were very 

well-attended by members and interested members of the public. 

 

In April, Professor Paul Hutchcroft from the School of Political and Social 

Change at the ANU delivered an insightful presentation on 20 April to a small 

but appreciative in-house and online audience on the Philippines presidential 

elections. Professor Kim Rubenstein, an independent running for the Senate in 

the ACT at the May Federal Election, spoke on 11 May on the topic of 

citizenship in a globalised world, in the context of the current federal election 

campaign. Following the outcome of the Federal Election, the newly re-elected 

member for Fenner, Dr Andrew Leigh MP, addressed the Branch in June on 

globalisation and the impact on poverty in Australia. 

 

A highlight of the year for the Branch was again the Annual Dinner at the 

Boathouse restaurant in June. Around 120 members and invited guests heard 

the head of the National Security College at the ANU, Professor Rory Medcalf, 

deliver an interesting and at times provocative address entitled, ‘Sea of 

Troubles: The International Security Challenge for the Next Australian 

Government’. Attendees included branch members, security affairs observers 

and members of the diplomatic corps. Staff and students at the ANU’s National 
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Security College and College of Asia & the Pacific attended in strong numbers 

and contributed to a vibrant cross-generational atmosphere. National 

President and Branch member, Allan Gyngell AO, gave the vote of thanks. A 

generous Branch member once again subsidised seats for eight recent DFAT 

graduate recruits, chosen at random by DFAT in a much-lauded gesture that 

was very well received by the ‘grads’. 

 

In July, the Geneva-based ICRC Regional head for Asia-Pacific, Christine Cipolla, 

covered the topic of contemporary technological developments in warfare and 

the issues they raise for humanitarian law and action.  In August, the High 

Commissioner for Pakistan presented his views on 70 years of Pakistan-

Australia relations and the High Commissioners of Papua New Guinea and 

Solomon Islands discussed their perspectives on security, environmental and 

economic challenges facing Pacific Island nations. All these events were well-

attended. 

 

In September, the Branch participated in a UN Youth Model Conference which 

was well-attended by students from universities nationally. The conference 

provided a useful opportunity for us to promote the Branch with many 

students asking questions about the sort of work AIIA (ACT) does and how they 

might become involved. At the time of writing this report, the Branch was 

looking forward to a presentation on 10 November by Australian Defence 

Force Academy expert, Dr Minako Sakai, on women’s economic empowerment 

in Indonesia and other Muslim countries. We are also organising a panel of 

Canberra-based ambassadors from Middle East countries on Thursday, 1 

December. They will present their views on recent developments in that part 

of the world. 

I need to emphasise that our delivery of a high-quality program of 20-30 

events a year does not come without a significant and growing financial cost to 

the Branch. Our rental of the AIIA’s National Conference facility at Stephen 

House has grown from a pepper corn rent of $70 per event to around $275 per 

event following the refurbishment of Stephen House. The rent we now have to 

pay to AIIA National Office is tied to market rates in the ACT and is likely to 

increase over time. In addition, there are rising fixed costs associated with 
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communications with members, salary and superannuation for our Branch 

Administrator, audit and capitation fees. 

 

Branch Treasurer, Phil Huntley, notes in his report to members that the 

financial position of the Branch is sound. While that is true, Branch Council is 

conscious of our rising operational costs and the need to ensure the Branch’s 

financial sustainability. We have formed the view that introducing a small 

charge for members and guests to attend events is warranted.  In coming to 

this conclusion, we took note of the fact that members have not been required 

to pay to attend individual events for many years (if ever?). Furthermore, other 

AIIA branches charge their members to attend events and we believe we 

would not be out of step in asking our members to do likewise.   

 

We expect that introducing a policy of charging admission to events will 

improve our bottom line and avoid the need to increase, at this stage at least, 

our membership fees. We would like to commence charging for events from 

the beginning of our new program in February 2023. A comparison of the scale 

of event charges in peer Branches with our proposed charges is set out below: 

 

 ACT ACT 
Proposed 

NSW VIC QLD 

Member 0 10 15 20 0 

Non-member 10 20 25 30 15 
Student 0 5 10  10 

Student non-
member 

5 10 0 15 0 

 

Membership numbers remain solid at around 260. We will continue to seek 

new members, especially from young professionals who have the potential to 

contribute much to the Branch in the future. We are working on hosting a 

careers night in early 2023 at the ANU for students and New Colombo Plan 

alumni. This initiative, which will involve government departments, contracting 

firms and NGOs, will hopefully replicate successful mentoring events we have 

organised for young professionals in the past at Stephen House. 
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The Branch has been managing a complex transition to the new GlueUp 

platform for membership, events and financial administration since the 

platform’s ‘go-live’ date on 17 June. We have been busy individually contacting 

members whose details appeared incomplete to verify their details and email 

addresses. If members have any issues with communications with the Branch, 

please do not hesitate to contact Josie so that we can work out a solution. We 

don’t want to lose loyal members to glitches in technology!  

 

Again this year, fellow Councillors have lent me tremendous support. In 

February, we welcomed our new Branch Administrator, Josie Gouvoussis, 

replacing Cassie Goldie. To her great credit, Josie has quickly and efficiently got 

on top of Branch day-to-day operations and the intricacies of the transition to 

GlueUp.  Josie has also taken on the important task of setting up and 

monitoring our Zoom webinars so that our hybrid events are delivered 

smoothly to online participants all around Australia – if not the world! 

 

In conclusion, the Branch has continued in 2022 to respond flexibly and 

practically amidst a challenging operating environment. Council will endeavour 

to implement a diverse and relevant program of events to meet the interests 

of members in the year ahead. We aim to progress the Institute’s goal of 

promoting an understanding of Australia’s international environment in a way 

that meets the interests of our members. We value dialogue with members of 

the Branch and welcome your input to our program. 

 

Finally, let me state that the current Council is standing for re-election. We 

would be very grateful for your support. 

 

 

Heath McMichael 
President, ACT Branch 
Australian Institute of International Affairs 
5 November 2022 

 


