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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors consider elections around the world, oil prices and the UN's role in Ukraine. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Elections that will Shape the World

There are state elections coming up soon in New South Wales and Victoria, but their significance pales in comparison with others around the world.  The first to consider is China's National Party Congress, due to open on 16 October, when Xi Jinping is predicted to be confirmed as Party Chairman for a third term.  Xi is surely the most powerful man in the world, so this election, even if undemocratic by the standards of the western world, is certainly very significant.  An excellent introduction to the person and statesmanship of President Xi is a book by Kerry Brown, Xi: A Study in Power, reviewed by Jeffrey Wasserstrom for The Guardian. Other October elections around the world will also shape the next decade.  On 2 October Brazil faced a contest between ultra-right wing Jair Bolsonaro and the possible return of leftist Luis Ignacio Lulu da Silva, commonly known as Lulu.  There was a good analysis of the policies and issues at play in these elections by Flavia Bellieni Zimmerman in The Conversation.  Lulu won, as most commentators expected, but the results were so close that there will be a run off later this month.

Italy's recent election demonstrated a swing to the far rights in European politics. Sofia Ammasari and Duncan McDonell published an insightful commentary in The Conversation. Elections in Indonesia are not due until 2024 but already key players are jostling. Joko Widodo is likely to step down and be replaced by Prabowo Subianto, or other candidates from the PDI-P, the only party able to garner enough votes to win. There is a good commentary by Jefferson Ng in The Diplomat. 

With each of these elections the world will shift a little on its axis.
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		These articles were selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	The Battle Over Russian Oil Is Just Beginning
 
Will Russia abide by the G7 price cap on its oil, or would the proposed cap provoke a war of attrition? This is the question explored by Blaise Malley, Associate Editor at The National Interest. The G7’s idea is to leverage the United States and Europe’s control of insurance and shipping services to prohibit those industries from facilitating any oil shipment that does not meet the yet-to-be-determined G7 price cap, thus forcing Russia to abide by the regulation. Secretary of the US Treasury Janet Yellen called the move “a critical step forward in achieving our dual goals of putting downward pressure on global energy prices while denying Putin revenue to fund his brutal war in Ukraine”. The United States and Europe hope the manoeuvre will help fill a gap in the sanctions imposed on Russia since the invasion. In theory, this plan would put downward pressure on global energy prices while denying Putin revenue to fund his invasion of Ukraine. But will it work? Aiding the West in enforcing a price cap on Russian oil might run counter to Saudi Arabian and other OPEC members’ interests. A lot depends on Moscow’s response. If Russia doesn’t abide by the price cap, it could provoke a war of attrition between Moscow and the West: Putin could halt exports to countries that enforce the cap, inflicting further economic damage on his own country while sending global oil prices up again, creating a political headache for Biden (and Putin). 

Image credit: Tasos Mansour
 






		






		[image: ]

	Ukraine, the UN, and Frank Moorhouse – Some Reflections
 
When Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky addressed the UN Security Council earlier this year, his rage and disappointment were palpable. Reeling from Russia’s attack on his country he was in no mood to soft-pedal on what he saw as the ongoing failure of the UN to address the problem of aggression in world politics. Similar sentiments were later expressed in an address in Sydney by New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern. The war in Ukraine has eroded the credibility of the UN – the world body has done good work in the social and economic spheres, but arguably it has failed in its principal purpose, “to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”. Reform will be far from easy.

Australian author Frank Moorhouse, who died earlier this year, will be remembered among other works for his epic trilogy telling the story of fictional Australian Edith Campbell Berry as an official at the League of Nations. The books reflect the optimism accompanying the first decade of the League of Nations, then the despair at its failure to stand up to aggression in the 1930s – the failure of the first great attempt to create a global peace mechanism. After World War II another attempt was made at an effective global security institution, the United Nations (UN).  But has the UN done any better than its ill-fated predecessor? It has lasted longer. But how might it be rated in terms of its primary purpose: to outlaw aggressive war? Not highly at all – and Zelensky is not the first to remind us of this. Moorhouse would not have been surprised.
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		These pieces were selected by Bob Howard. Bob researches aspects of the history of international relations in the twentieth century, with special reference to developments in international security. He is an honorary associate and former lecturer in the Department of Government and International Relations at the University of Sydney and has written extensively on international relations, international security and Australian politics.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our new interns Ralph Housego and Teague Mirabelle discuss Penny Wong's foreign policy strategy and Vladamir Putin's allies during the Ukraine War.  

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Penny Wong Wants Australia to Be More Than a Supporting Player
For many years, Penny Wong has been articulating a new approach to Australia’s foreign policy - one that sees the country’s middle power status as an asset to strengthen engagement and influence with the Indo-Pacific. For Foreign Policy, Margaret Simons compiles a profile of now Foreign Minister Wong’s foreign policy strategy, what influences have formulated it and how it might succeed. Noting Wong has already overseen an extraordinary surge in international engagement since the election, including meeting her Chinese counterpart Wang Yi, Simons suggest Wong’s new “vigorous activism” is designed to contrast the bellicosity both of China and of the previous Australian government to promote better engagement with non-aligned states in the region. Wong’s own Southeast Asian heritage is a key influence on her ambition to reframe ASEAN’s perception of Australia as a multicultural, Indo-Pacific state rather than simply as a US outpost in the region. On Australia’s role in the great power competition, she has said that the US and China “must be prepared to live with each other as a major power” and has advocated for Australia to help shape a “settling point” for the two superpowers in the region. Simon’s profile of the foreign minister paints a clear picture of what long-term foreign policy strategy Wong wants to realise and suggests a number of paths she may take to get there.   
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		This article was selected by Ralph Housego. Ralph is a fourth-year student at the University of Sydney studying a Bachelor of Arts/Advanced Studies (Politics and International Relations, Political Economy). Ralph currently works as a media analyst at GRACosway, a strategic communications and public affairs consulting firm, and as a research assistant at the digital government advocacy platform, Advoc8. Ralph’s areas of interest centre on Australia’s trading relationships with its Indo-Pacific neighbours as well as broader geostrategic and economic issues in the region.
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	 Who are Vladimir Putin's Friends?

In this Australian Outlook analysis article, Colin Chapman provides an interesting insight into the global friends of Vladimir Putin. Contrary to popular belief the world is not in unanimous agreement over the Russian-Ukraine War and support around the globe is seen on both sides of the coin. As Chapman states “…two thirds of countries, representing 60 percent of the global population, do not support Western sanctions against Russia.” World leaders such as India’s Narendra Modi, China’s Xi Jinping and Brazil’s Jair Bolsanaro have shown support of Russia during its war with Ukraine.
 
Being a key member of BRICS, Russia also enjoys good relationships with South Africa and with potential future members including Iran and Argentina. Furthermore, investment interest is seen to be increasing between Russia and the UAE. Hungarian leader Viktor Orban's defiance against EU sanctions has shocked the rest of its members, with their more NATO-aligned motives. Finally, Türkiye - which straddles both NATO membership and a friendship with Vladimir Putin - has ignored western sanctions and trades freely with Russia, while simultaneously not standing in the way of NATO expansion. Overall Russia still enjoys a diverse friendship pool that has a highly significant global impact, and it will continue to develop these friendships with care and consideration.

Image Credit: Konstantin Kamenskiy
 
 
 
 






		






		This article was selected by Teague Mirabelle. Teague is currently undertaking a double Masters in cyber-security analysis and international affairs at Macquarie University. He has previously worked in eastern Zambia in developing English programs in collaboration with local governments and NGOs. His current research is centred around Australia’s developing relationships with its Indo-Pacific neighbours and on emerging risk trends in national security especially in the cyber landscape. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· In a review article in the latest London Review of Books, Tom Stevenson criticises the gung-ho approach of the “defence intelligentsia” – think tanks, intelligence services – in terms closely relevant to current Australian policy making.
· In her book Illicit Money, Jessica Davis investigates the financing of terrorism in the 21st century and the methods that allow terrorist organisations to procure and protect their funds.
· In reviewing Bates Gill's book Daring to Struggle, John West discusses China's global ambitions under Xi Jinping and the likely further deterioration of the relationship between the West and China. 
· In his book The Economic Weapon, Nicholas Mulder writes on the rise of the use of economic sanctions and its implications on modern war. 
· Writing in Politico, Douglas Busvine surveys possible contenders who might replace Vladimir Putin.
· In the context of internal and external headwinds facing the US, China and Russia, Robert D. Kaplan discusses the topic of what happens when empires collapse.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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