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		[image: A picture containing text

Description automatically generated]






		






			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors explore conditions in Myanmar, tensions over Taiwan and US climate policy.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Reports of Use of Torture by Myanmar's Military Junta
Following the executions last week of pro-democracy activists in Myanmar, Erin Hadley reveals widespread reports of torture by the military junta. He foregrounds the story of US journalist, Nathan Maung, who describes the distressing detention he experienced in early 2021. This story, and many similar, have been reflected in a new report released by Amnesty International, ‘ 15 Days Felt Like 15 Years’. The report collates interviews with survivors of torture, describing all the arrests and detentions documented as ‘in violation of international human rights’. Nearly 15,000 people have been arbitrarily arrested by the military, and at least 114 death sentences have been imposed since February 2021. While the military junta has continued to receive widespread condemnation from Australian politicians and academics, Amnesty’s report and the stories shared by Hadley provide valuable insight into the scale of the use of torture in Myanmar.  The report calls for greater accountability for the crimes committed by the Myanmar military, asking the international community to stop ‘turning a blind eye’ to the suffering.
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			These articles were selected by Isabel Freudenstein, a councillor and former intern. She is studying a Juris Doctor at the University of Sydney. Before this, Isabel graduated from the University of Sydney with a first-class honours in International Relations and a Bachelor of Arts/Advanced studies in International Relations. Her thesis examined the changing nature of humanitarian intervention in a multipolar international system. Her main areas of interest include norms of international behaviour, international organisations, gender and migration. 
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	Proposed Pelosi Taiwan Visit Sparks Controversy

The most pressing international affairs issue to watch this week is the visit to Taiwan by US House of Representatives speaker Nancy Pelosi. Since such a visit was first canvassed in the international press, Chinese officials and the state media have been thundering against it and the level of belligerence is rising daily.  The Global Times says that Pelosi has "lit the match" and risks burning to death.  The trip has highlighted that there is a very real risk of military confrontation between the US and China.  If that were to happen, Canberra would have to decide whether or not to invoke the ANZUS alliance and come to America's aid. Leading US Asia expert William Overholt has a good analysis of the situation in Global Asia.  Donald Trump has weighed in, accusing "Crazy Nancy" of causing "great friction and hatred".  Not everyone thinks that the sky may fall in.  Taipei-based US scholar and business advisor Ross Feingold, writing (in Chinese) in the China Times, argued that a visit would be a "non-event".  But it seems that the Taiwan government is very concerned and has upgraded its security warnings to citizens about precautions to take in the case of air attacks.
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		These articles were selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	The Climate Bill No-one Saw Coming
Up until last week the conventional wisdom amongst US politics pundits is that President Biden and the Democrats had no chance of pushing through legislative reform before they likely loose control of the House in November’s midterm elections. But then they managed to pull off something that genuinely shocked the commentariat. Joe Manchin, Democratic Senator for West Virginia, a resource rich, strongly Republican state, agreed to support the ‘Inflation Reduction Act’, an omnibus budget bill that, among other things, closes corporate tax loop holes, extends funding for the Affordable Care Act and allocates $369 billion for spending on climate change mitigation. The bill is yet to pass but with Manchin’s support it has a good chance of reaching the 50 vote threshold Democrats need to pass via the budget reconciliation process (with the help of Vice-President Harris’ casting vote) and avoid a Republican filibuster. The bill is a big deal. As Robinson Mayer explains in the Atlantic, the Bill jumpstarts the decarbonisation process in the energy sector, subsidises electric vehicle purchases and gives funding to improve household insulation. It is not everything environmentalists wanted. Joe Lo, writing for Climate Home News, notes there are concerns about some of the concessions made to Manchin that might favour fossil fuel interests. But the bill will provide impetus to US’ decarbonisation efforts in a way that no past legislative action has. 
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		This article was contributed by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney and was previously the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our new interns Grace Papworth and Oliver Owens explore the development dimension of the Australia-US alliance and the politics of Russian gas exports. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Will the US-Australia Alliance Sprout a Development Dimension?
In this article from The Centre for Strategic & International Studies, Fulbright Visiting Scholar Bridie Rice and Senior Fellow Conor Savoy explain the developing competition between the Australia-US alliance and China in the Pacific Islands. This renewed focus in the area, so far, has been in the form of security promises. Rice and Savoy question whether this will extend further in the future. They argue that the Pacific Islands has less of a focus on geopolitics and more of an issue with contemporary development issues such as “the threat of rising sea levels, economic insecurity, and transnational crime.” China is offering security and defence alliances that threaten programs such as the annual rotation of US Marines, a US-Australia Force Posture Agreement, ongoing Australia-United States Ministerial Consultations (AUSMIN) talks, and the AUKUS submarine deal. Perhaps this can be offset by offering a development dimension to the Pacific? This article offers practical ideas regarding the future of Australian-Pacific relations including government research projects abroad, AUSMIN style dialogue and a broader development policy by both Australia and the US. The authors here make it clear that to develop a continuing and strong alliance Australia’s actions must be purposeful and proactive.  
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		This article was selected by Grace Papworth. Grace is currently in her fourth year of a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts (Politics) at the University of Sydney. Grace has experience in the legal profession as a law clerk and has worked within the political sphere in the office of US Senator Tim Scott (US Congress) and Senator Andrew Bragg (Australian Senate).
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	Seeking Leverage Over Europe, Putin Says Gas Flow Will Resume
In this New York Times article, Melissa Eddy and Patricia Coleman consider Russia’s reduction of gas supplies to Europe as a means for Vladimir Putin to maintain leverage and incite uncertainty across the economies of the EU. Over the last month, the Nord Stream 1 pipeline that delivers Russian natural gas to Germany for dispersal across Europe has been operating at approximately 40% of its capacity, and was completely shut down for 10 days from July 11 for maintenance. Gazprom, the Russian state-owned company responsible for the pipeline’s operation blamed the reduced gas flow on a missing turbine that was sent to Canada for repair, but despite the completion of maintenance and the imminent return of that turbine, the company has now announced supply through the pipeline will be halved again, to 20% of its total capacity. Analysts and EU politicians view the continued limitation of gas as a weaponisation of energy supplies, aimed at giving Putin leverage over EU economies and inciting fears of a complete cut-off. Eddy and Coleman argue that by restricting the flow of natural gas into the EU, Putin is in control of driving up prices and creating political and economic uncertainty over European Union nations, who last year imported 45% of their gas from Russia. Since 2021, European gas prices have increased approximately threefold, angering consumers and sparking concerns of unrest when the continent enters its colder months. In addition, the reduced supply is limiting the ability for countries to reach their gas storage targets which are required to maintain domestic heating and industrial production in Europe’s energy intensive economies. 
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		This article was selected by Oliver Owens. Oliver is a recent graduate from the Australian National University with Bachelor of Politics, Philosophy and Economics, and a Bachelor of Visual Arts. He has previously worked at the Australian Trade and Investment Commission, where his research focussed on the Australian Government’s systems which administer regulatory information for the movement of cross-border goods. Oliver’s interests in international affairs are primarily associated with issues in security and climate policy, particularly across the Indo-Pacific region.






		






			What else we're reading









		· Kaushik Basu, former chief economist of the World Bank and economic adviser to the Government of India, explains the economic free-fall of the Sri Lankan economy and external global factors that contributed to it.
· James Chin, Professor of Asian Studies at the University of Tasmania, argues in The Interpreter in favour of Penny Wong’s foreign policy in the Asia-Pacific. He comments that “ASEAN countries don’t really care who the face of Australian diplomacy is. They like the personal history of Penny Wong". 
· Yohanes Kristianto argues in The Conversation for continued efforts from Australia regarding our relationship with Indonesia. He notes that Australia is not Indonesia’s top priority despite our geopolitical and economic proximity.
· Catherine Putz comments in The Diplomat on the declining economic and humanitarian situation in Afghanistan after a year under Taliban rule; she does not mention the effects of western aid and trade boycotts and the US confiscation of Afghan governments funds.
· In Pearls & Irritations, Richard Broinowski argues that Australia's planned nuclear-propelled submarines will be staggeringly expensive, unfit for purpose and internationally destabilising. 
· Jessica Winters in the New Yorker explains the impacts of Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organisation anti-abortion decision on the medical community in the US. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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