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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors explore the future of globalisation, the role of ASEAN in Biden's administration and the concept of an "unbroken India".

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	What does "ASEAN Centrality" mean to the Biden Administration?  
 
The notion of “ASEAN Centrality” has been repeatedly mentioned by the Biden administration as a principle that will be upheld in his term. Xirui Li in The Diplomat unpacks the implications of this idea that describes ASEAN as a regional leader or driver. He makes clear that Biden’s public support for the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific demonstrates the administration’s respect for ASEAN’s agenda-setting ability. This could indicate ASEAN’s influence on how the US implements its own regional strategy. Li describes the historic US-ASEAN Special Summit, which marked the first time the leaders of ASEAN member states were invited to the US capital as a group. The indication that Biden’s administration is treating ASEAN as an institutional collective is reinforced by the acknowledgement of ASEAN as an important platform for communication. As Biden made clear in a 2021 address ASEAN is ‘a linchpin for maintaining the resilience, the prosperity and security of our shared region’.
 
However, Li also highlights several challenges that may indicate this principle is more symbolic than practical for the Biden administration, including the ‘too-small’ economic investment and the lack of detail in the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework. Further challenges, such as the lack of US ambassador to ASEAN and the emphasis on bilateral engagements, undermine the strength of ‘ASEAN centrality’. The increasing emphasis on the Quad has also sparked concerns that ASEAN may be marginalised in the effort to create a Quad-based framework of regional cooperation. While the Biden administration has taken steps to support the centrality of ASEAN, Li concludes that the upcoming Quad leaders’ summit will be a useful opportunity for the US to address these concerns and to understand if the US is serious about “ASEAN centrality”.
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			This article was selected by Isabel Freudenstein, a councillor and former intern. She is studying a Juris Doctor at the University of Sydney. Before this, Isabel graduated from the University of Sydney with a first-class honours in International Relations and a Bachelor of Arts/Advanced Studies in international Relations. Her thesis examined the changing nature of humanitarian intervention in a multipolar international system. Her main areas of interest include norms of international behaviour, international organisations, gender and migration
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	The World Ignored Russia's Delusions. It shouldn't make the same mistake with India. 

For decades, India’s Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)—the Hindu nationalist organization with close links to the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)—has put forward the idea of Akhand Bharat or an “unbroken India.”  The proposed entity stretches from Afghanistan on India’s western flank all the way to Myanmar to the east of India as well as encompassing all of Pakistan, Bangladesh, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and the Maldives. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi himself has mentioned the idea: in a 2012 interview, when he was still the chief minister of Gujarat, he argued that Akhand Bharat referred to cultural unity. Sushant Singh in Foreign Policy argues that this idea should be engaged with seriously, not dismissed offhand as the 'fantasies of an old man'. 
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		This article was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South-East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.
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	A Better Globalisation Might Rise from Hyper-Globalisation's Ashes

According to Harvard Professor Dani Rodrik, we’re witnessing the end of post-1990s hyper-globalisation, and scenarios for what comes next for the world economy run the gamut. The worst outcome, recalling the 1930s, would be withdrawal by countries into autarky. A less bad (but still ugly) possibility is that the supremacy of geopolitics ensures trade wars and economic sanctions become a permanent feature of international trade and finance. In the best case, achieving a better balance between the prerogatives of the nation-state and the requirements of an open economy might enable inclusive prosperity at home and peace and security abroad.
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			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our interns Sachin Khunte and Rebecca (Yancheng) Zhang explore Russia's challenges in achieving its technological sovereignty and China's role at the UN, respectively.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The challenge to the Russian goal of technological sovereignty
Wilde and Sherman, in their piece in the Brookings Institute, discuss Russia's human capital flight in the technology industry in the face of rising sanctions, government repression, and increasing isolation from the world. This, according to the writers, affects Russia's goal of achieving technological sovereignty and an independent domestic internet ecosystem and is leading Moscow into techno-isolationism. The writers suggest that the war in Ukraine has further solidified Russia's isolation from the West in terms of technology, which is likely to make Russia more reliant on China for its technological needs, especially with semiconductors. Nevertheless, to prevent IT specialists from leaving the country, President Putin created a new commission over internet and technological sovereignty in April and made former President Dmitry Medvedev its head. The writers call this initiative of saving the Russian technology industry 'tupik', which means 'dead end', and argue that the biggest challenge for Russia is the brain drain. Putin's insistence on creating an independent Russian internet and technology industry is challenging and other factors have pushed out many IT professionals. The writers argue that the US should capitalise on this trend and absorb Russian talent.
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		This article was selected by Sachin Khunte. Sachin is a recent Bachelor of Arts graduate majoring in Politics and International Relations and International Business at the University of Sydney. He previously worked as a Team Lead and an editor in an American intelligence and counterterrorism firm.
 






		






		[image: ]

	China, Taiwan and the United Nations
In this China In Context podcast, Bonnie Glaser, the Director of the Asia Program at the German Marshall Fund of the United States, analyses China’s role at the UN, in particular against the backdrop of the ongoing Ukraine crisis. At the outset, Glaser clearly points out that China’s behaviour at the UN aims to protect its own interests, preserve its relations with Russia, and prevent deterioration in its relationship with the West. She notes there is a long history of China and Russia voting together at the UN on matters of shared interests. Glaser contends that China believes that the UN’s system constitutes a central component of the international order and that it is equipped to make the most important decision among member states. China has sometimes supported the sanctions mandated by the UN, but always strongly opposed sanctions created by individual countries. Glaser argues that China seeks to utilise the UN to promote potential changes in global governance. On a different note, Glaser indicates a possibility that eventually, the Russia-Ukraine war might push forward reforms of the UN Security Council, although she holds a pessimistic view of the likelihood of that happening.
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		This article was selected by Rebecca (Yancheng) Zhang. Rebecca is currently undertaking a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Advanced Studies (Honours) at the University of Sydney, her thesis is about China’s New War strategy. She is a research assistant at the Intellisia Institute, where she writes a series of reports and commentaries on AI politics, Taiwan politics and the Quad.






			Intern applications for Semester Two 2022 are now open until the 31st of May 2022. 









		






			What else we're reading









		· Writing for the Middle East Institute, Charles Lister discusses the growing problem of Syria turning into a narco-state, especially with growing seizures of Captagon produced in Syria, often referred to as the poor man’s cocaine.
· Samuel Helfont, writing for War on the Rocks, claims that the war in Ukraine has re-ignited fault lines in the post-Cold War Russian-American relationship dating back to the 1990 Iraq war.
· In the Center for Strategic and International Studies, Catrina Doxsee and Jared Thompson analyse Russian mercenary firm Wagner Group’s history of attacks against civilians and human rights abuses in Mali.
· Al Jazeera reflects on the Iran-backed Hezbollah's unexpected loss in the Lebanese elections, with an unstable coalition of its opponents likely to form government.
· In Scientific America, Bin Li explains the importance of international cooperation with China on the use of outer space.
· In this China In Context podcast, Dr Bates Gill examines the changed Australia-China relationship and points out that China’s economic sanctions have not put a big dent in the overall trade relationship.
 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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