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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors examine Russia's war in Ukraine, South Korea's presidential elections and Biden's world view. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Inside Vladimir Putin’s paranoia

Ukraine is suffering an unimaginable catastrophe and we have to ask “Why?” The answer appears to be somewhere in the head of Russian President Vladimir Putin. University of Melbourne Professor Mark Edele’s article in the Saturday Paper is a valiant attempt to explain his thinking. Cavan Hogue, who has firsthand experience of dealing with Putin as former Ambassador to both the Soviet Union and Russia, has some perceptive comments on “Tsar Putin.” and John Cleese adds a witty reflection on Europe’s weak response to Russian aggression. Some commentators in Australia and the US speculate that Beijing might emulate Moscow and seek to seize Taiwan by force. This is very superficial analysis and should not be taken seriously, as Ryan Hass sets out in an article that appeared originally in the Taipei Times.
Image credit: Presidential Press and Informational Office






		






		This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	The ‘Gwanghwamun President’ and the Future of South Korea 

From the US midterms to the Philippines and Australia, 2022 marks a big year of elections across the Indo-Pacific. Perhaps one of the most important and contentious of them will be the presidential elections coming up in South Korea. Not only will it have enormous domestic consequences for Asia’s fourth largest economy, it will also hold geostrategic consequences for the wider region. In this piece, published by the Asia Society Policy Institute, I review the complex legacy which the incumbent President Moon Jae-In leaves behind and the contentious dynamics of the current presidential race. 
Image credit: Republic of Korea






		






		This article was selected by Chris Khatouki. Chris is an Associate at Asia Society Australia. He is also a PhD Scholar at the University of New South Wales, where he was appointed the Graduate Fellow for the Korea Foundation. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2018. 
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	The World According to Biden

According to The New Yorker’s Susan Glasser, the problem for President Biden’s first State of the Union address wasn’t that the nation was in crisis, but that there were so many crises: Ukraine, inflation, COVID, gun violence, fraying democracy. He mentioned them all during his address, though without making a particularly strong argument for what he would do about any of them. He concluded his address with an unscripted exhortation to “Go get ‘em!” But was he talking about Putin? And was he exhorting the Ukrainians? The Democrats? Who knew. But according to Glasser, the President “seemed delighted to have made it through this particular American 'ritual'.
Image credit: Gage Skidmore






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our new interns Sachin Khunte and Victor Ruifeng Liang discuss India and China's position on the Russian invasion of Ukraine.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	India’s stake in the Ukraine conflict
Former UN assistant secretary-general and ANU professor Ramesh Thakur explains in ASPI’s The Strategist why India chose to abstain from voting on the UN Security Council resolution to condemn Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Russia’s action in Ukraine violates one of India’s fundamental foreign policy beliefs: that states should always respect each other’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Its Quad partners, the US, Japan, and Australia, have all imposed sanctions on Russia. But Russia is a historically strong ally of India in the geopolitical dynamics India faces in its west Asian region. Thakur describes India’s major concern as its military supplies from Russia; condemning Russia would damage these supplies, which would in turn affect India’s ability to respond in Kashmir and on its Pakistan and China borders. The abstention shows India’s difficulties in balancing its contrasting relationships; India’s allies need to understand the geopolitical complexities India faces.
Image Credit: Narendra Modi






		






		This article was selected by Sachin Khunte. Sachin is a recent Bachelor of Arts graduate majoring in Politics and International Relations and International Business at the University of Sydney. He is working as a Team Lead and an editor in an American intelligence and counterterrorism firm.
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	Why the Chinese Internet is Cheering Russia's Invasion

Li Yuan observes in the New York Times that there is a significant dissonance, even within China’s own narrative, between claimed adherence to international rules and norms and simultaneously supporting Russia's invasion of Ukraine. This is reinforced by personal observations of Chinese social media and other websites including Weibo and Zhihu; there is censorship of the Ukraine perspective whilst the Russian perspective is freely disseminated. Chinese state-affiliated media have also shown a greater willingness to quote Russian media reporting than Western media (including quoting the Chairman of the State Duma’s claims that Zelenskyy had fled Ukraine). A reading of Li Yuan's reporting and analysis, and a projection of her views, would suggest that this pro-Russian stance could be explained by China's deliberate approach to portray the United States and the West as a morally bankrupt hegemonic power. Domestic opinion, without access to many Western sources of information, is deflected from actions taken by Russia or China simply by quoting other actions by the West with similar or greater moral questionability. Any escalations to regional conflicts could also be framed through the lens of 'anti-Western hegemony' to the extent of providing Russian and Chinese decisions with a normative legitimacy.
Image credit: Presidential Executive Office of Russia






		






		Victor Ruifeng Liang is a fourth-year student at the University of Sydney, studying Politics and International Relations and International Business. He is currently a Project Officer at the Australia China Business Council, an Editorial Assistant at the University of Sydney’s Journal of Chinese Tax and Policy, and a Programme Coordinator for the 2022 GIR Symposium. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· In a paper summarised in Pearls and Irritations, Professor Jocelyn Chey comments that the anti-China rhetoric started in the United States under Trump has been enlarged and enhanced in Canberra, and expresses concern at the government's effort to politicise China policy as the Australian election approaches. 
· Geoff Raby, in his 2022 Fraser Oration, addresses the forward-looking elements in Malcolm Fraser's foreign policy in environment, relations with China, and the danger of excessive identification with the United States.
· Writing for the Brookings Institution, Bruce Riedel discusses the political and humanitarian consequences of involvement of the West in the Russia-Ukraine conflict by using the analogy of the Afghan-Soviet War.
· Christopher Chivvis, writing in the Guardian, analyses the possible future trajectories and endpoints of the Russia-Ukraine war.
· Sergey Aleksashenko, in Al Jazeera, offers a different perspective on the impacts of sanctions imposed by Western countries on Russia.
· The Climate Council explains the grim findings of the most recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
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