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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors examine Australia's submarine capability, Colin Powell and COP26.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	200 Dimensional Chess: Making Sense of COP26
COP26, this year’s UN climate change conference, began last weekend in Glasgow. Arguably the most hotly anticipated diplomatic event of the year, the conference is like a high stake games of 200 dimensional chess. Every country in the world is manoeuvring around each other, business lobbies, activists, civil society, indigenous peoples and numerous other groups. But not only are there a huge number of players, there are a huge number of issues on the table. From carbon trading to green hydrogen, it is nearly impossible to track all of them. If you want an introduction to international environmental agreements I strongly recommend watching our presentation with Professor Susan Park, broadcast last week, which analysed the effectiveness of international environmental agreements. If you are looking for more specific issues to track at the COP these are my three picks. 

Firstly, climate finance will be a huge part of the conference. A global target of $100 billion to help developing nations transition to low carbon economies was agreed in 2009. It was meant to be met by last year, but that target was missed. This issue is a crucial bellwether for relations between developed and developing nations at the conference, though the BBC is reporting the target may not be met and a different agreement based around small groups of countries banding together to help particular developing economies transition may the eventual outcome.

Secondly, methane emissions are coming to the forefront. On Tuesday 104 countries agreed to reduce their methane emissions by 30% by 2030. Australia was notably absent from the list, but interestingly New Zealand, a country with a strong agricultural lobby, was amongst the signatories.

Thirdly, follow the High Ambition Coalition (HAC). The HAC was the dark horse of Paris, a group of countries that coordinated their climate diplomacy before the conference but largely flew under the radar until they staged a dramatic intervention in the final days of COP21, galvanising support for the Agreement’s 1.5 degrees warming limit. Now the US has rejoined the alliance, a major boost for their lobbying power. Can the HAC drive the conference to success again? 
Image credit: COP26






		






		This article was contributed by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney and was previously the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.
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	Don’t Count Your Submarines Before They’re Built

According to Erik Sand (Assistant Professor at the US Naval War College), AUKUS serves three purposes for the United States: first, it is a strong signal that the US wants to solidify an even closer relationship with Australia; second, it serves as an inducement to get greater cooperation from Australia; and third, it holds the potential to make Australia a more capable ally. But Sand also cautions that technology-sharing agreements often fail to deliver in practice: bureaucracies, powerful interests, and politics can all intervene to turn an announcement of technology transfer into something more resembling an arms deal. 
Image credit: Eric McCarthy
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	Colin Powell, the Humble American

Reflecting on the recent passing of former US Secretary of State Colin Powell, American writer Robin Wright says Powell may be remembered for overcoming the odds of a disadvantaged background; crafting the ‘Powell military doctrine’ ahead of the first Iraq War; or his own acknowledged failings in the context of the second Iraq War. But for those who knew him, Wright says he’ll be remembered for his decent humanity and humour, traits that added depth to his diplomacy as US Secretary of State. Having personified the American Dream, Powell also had an unflinching optimism about America. Wright’s hope is that, ultimately, Powell might be proved right.
Image credit: Scott Ableman






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our interns Niki Beri and Grace Bui discuss the UN's human rights investigation into Tigray and Taiwan's vaccine diplomacy.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by our interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Objectivity concerns over UN’s report on Tigray civil war
The international human rights investigation into the brutal civil war in Ethiopia’s Tigray province is due to be released almost exactly a year after the conflict began. Though the UN inquiry has been inhibited by the conflict in the region, this will be the most authoritative overview of the war to date. The current conflict in Ethiopia is between the Tigray People's Liberation Front (TPLF) and Ethiopian national forces. The involvement of the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) has left Tigrayan leaders sceptical about the investigation’s independence. The report only documents the period from November 2020 to June 2021, when the TPLF recaptured Mekelle, the province’s capital. Additionally, last month, the EHRC expelled seven senior UN officials, including the human rights officer. Some officials involved in the investigation have said that the head of the EHRC focuses on the Tigray forces’ abuses, and underplays certain allegations against national forces in the report. In response the UN has stated that the Ethiopian Government has no power over the publication of the report, but they were given the chance to read it beforehand for any inaccuracies. 
Image Credit: Faces Of The World 
 






		






		This article was selected by Niki Beri. Niki is a fourth-year student at the University of Sydney, studying a Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Advanced Studies (Politics and International Relations, Music). She is currently a Parliamentary Liaison at Jasiri Australia, facilitating the NSW Girls Takeover Parliament program and Secretary of the Sutherland Shire Chuo Sister City Association. Through her studies she has developed a keen interest in human rights, ethnic conflict and women’s issues and rights.
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	Exporting Taiwan’s COVID-19 success to Vietnam

Taiwan’s continued COVID-19 success offers the country an opportunity to exert its influence in Asia. From a sudden surge of more than 400 cases in late May, the country brought the number down to just seven at the end of September and even recorded zero case for the first time in 193 days on 19 October 2021. Huynh Tam Sang and Phan Van Tim argue that the successful response to the Delta variant has provided a stronger basis for Taiwan’s renewed international assistance agenda to leverage its status in the international community. Taiwan can be seen to utilize the immediate strengths it has gained through controlling COVID-19 to support other Asian countries that are suffering from the pandemic and are in desperate need of vaccines – like Vietnam – to counter the increasing pressure from Beijing and expand its diplomatic network. By exporting its medical and healthcare assistance, especially its newly-developed homegrown vaccine, Taiwan can elevate the bilateral relationship with Vietnam through the One Country, One Center mechanism. Vaccine diplomacy is considered central to this mechanism, and to gain success with it, Taiwan must, first, vaccinate its own population; and second, cooperate with Vietnam in a calm and quiet way to avoid irritating China.
Image credit: Wikimedia Commons






		






		This article was selected by Grace Bui. Grace is currently completing a Bachelor of International Studies and Bachelor of Communications and Media Studies, writing her honours thesis on public diplomacy. She was an editor for Frontier and an International aid and development intern at DevDAS Australia. Her research interests include the public diplomacy programs of small and middle powers, and Australian and Pacific Island politics. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· Bevan Shields and David Crowe, in The Sydney Morning Herald, report on the diplomatic tensions between France and Australia.
· In The Guardian, Damian Carrington writes that major participants at COP26 (including Australia) have agreed to promote green technologies and provide finance.
· Catherine Early in BBC News discusses China's global role in financing coal-fired power plants; President Xi’s announced reduced Chinese funding at the UN General Assembly.  
· The Diplomat's Anrike Visser looks into how the IMF's COVID-19 relief funding to Myanmar has disappeared. 
· Cleo Smith from the ABC News examines the potential of Australia in fulfilling its climate change goals. 
· Al Jazeera reports on the UN findings of a worsening humanitarian crisis in Ethiopia. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each edition's articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous edition's articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following fortnight's newsletter.
 






		






		Cold War Intelligence

The Atlantic article on intelligence shortfalls introduced by your contributor in edition 52 of Columns, issued on 30 September, identifies the failure to predict the rise of al Qaeda and hence the Twin Towers bombings as the main shortcoming of US intelligence agencies over the past 50 years.

Surely that distinction belongs to their failure to predict the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union. There were those who said they’d seen it coming, but they said that only after the event. As the article comments, intelligence agencies remained preoccupied with the Soviet bloc throughout the 1990s. The Cold War mindset was unshakeable.

The Atlantic article focuses on US agencies, but much the same was true in Australia; I recall one of our analysts telling me that there was nothing in Gorbachev's reforms – which paved the way for the collapse of Soviet dominance in Eastern Europe and in Russia itself - that couldn't be undone in an afternoon.

Like the military, the instinctive mission of intelligence agencies is to identify enemies against whom to defend their country. They can be reluctant to recognise that a long-standing threat has diminished.

Ian Lincoln
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