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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors examine the economics of "the shutdown" and the shortfalls in modern day spying. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	A Big Picture View of the Shutdown
I will confess that economics is not typically my strong suit. It was never my core discipline at university, and I sometimes find the connections between global markets and politics difficult to untangle. That is why I find it helpful to listen to experts who can piece it all together for me. In their most recent episode Talking Politics’ David Runicman and Helen Thompson are joined by Adam Tooze to discuss his latest book Shutdown, as well as the big shifts in economics and politics that are underway today. While they pay particular attention to some of the changes the COVID-19 pandemic has precipitated, it is clear that many of the changes we are experiencing today have their origins well before the pandemic. It is a fascinating hour long discussion which presents a wide-angle view of how the pandemic, climate change, geopolitics and many other topics are interconnected, great for those wanting to step back from the day-to-day news cycle.
Image credit: Vlad Busuioc






		






		This article was contributed by Alex McManis. Alex holds a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in Government and International Relations from the University of Sydney and was previously the Climate and Energy Security Fellow at Young Australians in International Affairs. Alex has served on the Council since 2019.
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	American Spies Are Fighting the Last War, Again

According to Amy Zegart (The Atlantic; Hoover Institution; Stanford), September 11 was the USA's worst intelligence failure in more than half a century: American intelligence agencies saw the danger coming but failed to stop it because they were hardwired to fight a different enemy from a bygone era. Her research found that when the Cold War ended and the threats shifted in the 1990s, America’s intelligence community failed to adapt. Today, Zegart argues that the United States faces a similar challenge. Since 9/11, American spies have become adept at countering al Qaeda but al Qaeda is no longer the overarching problem it once was. The global threat landscape has become much more crowded and complex, encompassing escalating cyberattacks, a rising China, Russian aggression, nuclear proliferation in Iran and North Korea, the fallout from climate change, and more. And once again, spy agencies are struggling to keep up.
Image credit: Killian Cartignies






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our interns Cameron Smith and Niki Beri discuss AUKUS and Britain's current energy and transport crisis.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by our interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Integrating AUKUS into the Indo-Pacific
The new AUKUS partnership is the latest example of the reorientation of American attention to the Indo-Pacific and is both an example and acknowledgement of the loss of US strategic primacy. In this article for The Strategist, Ramesh Thakur situates AUKUS in the plethora of groupings in the region jostling to manage regional affairs. He contends this group risks creating a new subgroup with the Five Eyes arrangement on intelligence sharing, elevating Australia above Canada and New Zealand as a defence ally. Similarly, this partnership will also be questioned by Japan and India, who will reassess the relevance and importance of the Quad.  This has created issues for Australian and the US relations within the wider region and is reinforced with fears that it could spark a regional arms race for nuclear naval propulsion. Thakur also contends that AUKUS plays into ASEAN’S concerns about Southeast Asia becoming a battleground for Sino-US rivalry.
Image Credit: U.S. Pacific Fleet






		






		This article was selected by Cameron Smith. Cameron is a recent Bachelor of Arts (Honours) graduate majoring in History and International Relations at the University of Wollongong. Currently, he is working as an Electorate Officer at the Parliament of Australia and is the Co-Founder and Chief Operations Officer of the Australia-Pacific Youth Dialogue. He has a particular interest in US foreign policy, international security, and grey-zone operations in the Indo-Pacific.
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	No, the UK’s Energy Woes Have Not Really Been Caused by Net Zero
Bevan Shields explains the energy and transport crisis in Britain in The Sydney Morning Herald. Though Conservative British MPs were hoping that prolonged public discontent would force Boris Johnson to roll back his "green agenda" before COP26, decarbonisation is not presently the cause of the nation's issue. Shields points to three main issues: a shortage of truck drivers, market forces, and lack of wind. The first two have nothing to do with carbon policy, and have been exacerbated by panic buying and a surging global demand for gas during a post-lockdown recovery. Additionally, Britain, compared to other European countries, has stored much less gas. The solution to Britian's increasing gas prices and current crisis is to diversify the sources of electricity and supply. It is, perhaps, an even bigger reason to transition towards green energy.

Image credit: Number 10






		






			This article was selected by Niki Beri. Niki is a fourth-year student at the University of Sydney, studying a Bachelor of Arts / Bachelor of Advanced Studies (Politics and International Relations, Music). She is currently a Parliamentary Liaison at Jasiri Australia, facilitating the NSW Girls Takeover Parliament program and Secretary of the Sutherland Shire Chuo Sister City Association.









		






			What else we're reading









		· The Guardian writes that UN secretary general António Guterres has called on rich countries to increase efforts and aid to poorer nations to prevent the pandemic further exacerbating inequality. 
· A BBC article outlines that Afghanistan's banking system is on the brink of collapse, encouraging the Taliban to look to other sources of financial support. 
· In Australian Outlook, Dr Brangwen Stone from the University of Sydney ponders the future of German politics after Angela Merkel's departure from the chancellorship. 
· Writing in Defence Connect, AIIA NSW Councillor Chris Skinner looks at how Australia could fill a capability gap in its naval fleet ahead of the delivery of a nuclear-powered submarine fleet under AUKUS.
· The New York Times analyses the outcome of the leadership vote within Japan's ruling Liberal Democratic Party. 
· The Lowy Institute has released the latest update to its interactive Pacific Aid Map. The map tracks aid investment across the region up until 2019. 






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Marking the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons

On 26 September 1983, at half past midnight Moscow time, the world nearly ended. Six weeks later, as the Able Archer military exercises were conducted by NATO, the world nearly ended yet again. Similar events, with incalculable consequences had the wrong decisions been taken, occurred during the Cuban Missile Crisis and in the late 1970s and early 1980s when computerised rehearsals of the apocalypse were accidentally loaded into the main command computer. In one case as a junior officer accidentally sent the launch order to everything in the US nuclear arsenal and did not even know he had done so.
A contemporary version of just how things can go mushroom-shaped right now is portrayed in an episode of Madame Secretary. The episode is modelled on an event that took place in the early 80s, when a practice tape for WW-III was loaded into a backup computer at STRATCOM and indicated a massive incoming Soviet attack. The man on watch at the Serpukhov-15 satellite surveillance centre on 26 September 1983 was Colonel Stanislav Petrov. His computers indicated that the US had launched. The expectation was that he would alert his superiors, who would 'press a few buttons' and launch between 10,000 and 15,000 large nuclear warheads at the US. He didn't, which is why we are all still here. He later said 'I had a feeling in my gut that there was a mistake somewhere'. Much later on a film was made about him, called 'the man who saved the world'.
September 26 has become the International Day for the Total Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, instituted by a 2013 General Assembly resolution. The risk of accidental nuclear war is as great as ever with the hands of the 'doomsday clock' now at 100 seconds to 'midnight'. A coalition of disarmament and arms control groups operates the Global No First Use campaign to ensure that, ten or fifteen years down the track, we are all still here to worry about other risks like climate catastrophe and pandemics.
John Hallam
People for Nuclear Disarmament
Human Survival Project






		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
 






		






			Editor's Note
The Editor of Columns from Glover Cottages wishes to apologise for the error in last fortnight's edition of Columns. The error was the sole responsibility of the Editor. The Editor also wishes to apologise to the author of the article who was not responsible for the error. 
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