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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors examine US-Japan relations, changes in Cuba and funding for Australia's foreign policy institutions.

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The Many Narratives of China-Japan Relations
The ties between the two NE Asia neighbouring powerhouses, China and Japan, are either strong or brittle, depending on whose account you choose to believe. Tobias Harris in Foreign Policy (USA) distinguishes between the views of the hawkish Japanese military and those of business leaders and the general public. Japanese Ambassador Yamagami Shingo gave an unremarkable address to the National Press Club on 21 July, focusing on bilateral relations and the Tokyo Olympics. The Australian media ignored his positive messaging and reported only his comments on China. The ABC for instance said that according to the Ambassador, Japan was "struggling every day" with China, putting a negative slant on his remarks that was not inherent in those words. Several different perspectives again can be seen in a recent magazine article from the Foreign Press Centre Japan, which also canvasses how Japanese scholars and commentators believe their country should engage with China.
Image Credit: UNIS Vienna






		






		This article was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	Change in Cuba

Tony Wood of Princeton University, in the 1 July edition of the London Review of Books, uses a review of two recent works on Cuba as a vehicle for surveying Cuba’s post Cold War history. The long-standing US embargoes were tightened in the 1990s; the Cuban people responded with stoicism rather than the political restiveness intended by US policy, although there were anti-government demonstrations in 1994 (the first in 30 years). The economy improved from the late 1990s with reduced dependence on sugar and a better growth rate than elsewhere in Latin America. Fidel Castro’s successor, his brother Raul, reshaped economic and social policy from 2010 after public consultations, instituting reforms comparable to the “socialist market economies” of Vietnam and China. COVID-19 has delivered a severe economic shock, with tourism falling 90 per cent, but death rates have been much lower than in neighbouring countries and 20 times fewer per head than in Britain. Monetary reforms introduced by the current president, Miguel Diaz-Canel, have affected exports and the cost of living. Reductions in US sanctions during the Obama administration were reversed under Trump; the Biden administration has given no indication of easing them.
Image credit: Yerson Olivares






		






		This article was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.






		






		[image: A picture containing sky, outdoor, scene, road

Description automatically generated]

	As Australia’s Strategic Environment Changes, Foreign Policy Funding Must Change Too

Does Australia lack a foreign policy think tank sector of sufficient size and breadth? According to Danielle Cave and Fergus Hanson at the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, the answer is yes. Australia’s strategic environment has changed dramatically over the past decade, meaning we must be able to more rapidly reshuffle our limited foreign policy resources towards new and emerging issues. According to the authors, the only way governments can stay on top of these issues is through leveraging policy-relevant analysis and research. And increased funding to the think tank sector is only part of the answer.
Image credit: Social Estate






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week, our new interns Niki Beri and Grace Bui discuss ongoing legal battles in Israel and Taiwan's response to COVID-19

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by our interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Flash point: Israeli Court offers deal on Palestinians facing eviction
In the Sydney Morning Herald, Shira Rubin analyses the political and historical events that are causing Palestinian families to face eviction in Sheikh Jarrah, Jerusalem. Despite the recent changes in both US and Israeli leadership, Israeli courts are still being used to evict Palestinians over a contested area in East Jerusalem. The continued escalation of violence and tension that has continued between the two states, is now playing out in the community, resulting in a recent 11-day conflict. The four families who applied to the Israeli Supreme Court have been offered a deal that would protect them from eviction but would require them to recognise their evictors, far-right Jewish settlers, as their landlords. The contestation of Sheikh Jarrah has left Palestinians feeling that another attempt has been made to “Judaise” Jerusalem, and the Jewish community feeling outraged that their claim to the land is being disputed.
Image Credit: Lisa Goldman






		






		This article was selected by Niki Farah. Niki is studying a Bachelor of Arts / Advanced Studies (Politics and International Relations, Music). She is currently a Parliamentary Liaison at Jasiri Australia, facilitating the NSW Girls Takeover Parliament program. Niki has also volunteered with non-profit organisations and had the opportunity to teach English for 2 months in Sri Lanka. She is interested in human rights, ethnic conflict and women's issues and rights.
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	Why Taiwan Is Beating COVID-19 – Again

While other early winners of the COVID-19 pandemic like Vietnam, Australia and Singapore are struggling to suppress the Delta variant in 2021, Taiwan has so far consistently responded well to the coronavirus. The Diplomat’s Wayne Soon uncovers five factors that contribute to the successful pandemic management of Taiwan in 2021:
· Taiwan increased its commitment to long-standing preventive measures, such as masking, quarantining and contact tracing, despite the low numbers of cases and deaths.
· The Taiwanese government was open to receiving feedback from the diaspora and local governments to adjust its pandemic policies in alignment with the needs of the people and the country’s situation.
· The Taiwanese people actively held politicians accountable for bad governance during the pandemic.
· Irrespective of their political leanings, most of Taiwan’s media outlets fought disinformation and focused on informing the population about the COVID-19 pandemic with transparency and truth.
· Taiwan’s good diplomatic and expressions of goodwill, which is evident in its donation of medical supply overseas, helped the nation receive vaccines from other countries, and thus Taiwan could secure enough and diversify sources of vaccines for its population.
Image credit: Office of the President, ROC (Taiwan) 






		






			This article was selected by Grace Bui. Grace is currently completing a Bachelor of International Studies and Bachelor of Communications and Media Studies, writing her honours thesis on public diplomacy. She was an editor for Frontier and an International aid and development intern at DevDAS Australia. Her research interests include the public diplomacy programs of small and middle powers, and Australian and Pacific Island politics. 









		






			What else we're reading









		· Writing in Australian Outlook outgoing AIIA NSW intern Rachel Bell Macdonald unpacks the state of US-UK relations under Biden. 
· In Foreign Affairs, Vali Nasr and Maria Fantappie examine how talks between Iran and Saudi Arabia could lead to a renewed hope for peace in the Middle East.
· On the ABC's The Minefield, Waleed Aly and Scott Stephens are joined by the Australia Institute's Jordan Guiao to discuss the ethics of space tourism.
· Indian government data reveals that tourism and business has somewhat returned the Kashmir region to a state of peace, but Anchal Vohra argues in Foreign Policy that the people of Kashmir still feel silenced.
· Two recent Guardian Australia articles delve into the activities of privately held Israeli company NSO, which markets Pegasus cyberintelligence spyware, and concerns raised by its uses.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Career Opportunities with Asian Languages

May I draw your readers' attention to a valuable online Zoom panel and Q&A being organised on 2 September by the Australian Society for Asian Humanities on the ways that the study of Asian languages can open up career opportunities? This panel will showcase how Asian language training is useful and relevant across a wide variety of professions, from government to journalism.
Professor Jocelyn Chey, AIIA NSW Councillor






		






		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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