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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors take a look at a Australia-China relations, Oprah's interview with the Duke and Duchess of Sussex and naval visits to Alaska. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Relating with China
In an address on 24 March hosted by China Matters, Linda Jaivin put forward thoughtful suggestions for re-thinking Australia's relations with China. She suggested that we should adopt more precise speech if we choose to criticize aspects of Chinese policy: we should refer to the Chinese government or the Chinese communist party, not simplistically to "China". SBS should be boosted to include more substantial Chinese programming. Chinese studies in Australia need to be better resourced, with a revival of Chinese language teaching in schools. The Chinese community in Australia is an asset and we must avoid racism. Stunts such as MP Eric Abetz's attempt to put the Australian Chinese community in the dock over the Chinese government's policies, by seeking declarations from them disavowing Chinese policy, are counter-productive and akin to McCarthyism in the US. Nearly all Australians are settlers, and we are all entitled to maintain links to our original countries of origin. Government needs better qualified advisers on China. There is an urgent need to focus on Taiwan, which risks being a flashpoint. We should not sign up to any US program of seeking regime change in China: if China is to change, it must be the Chinese who change it. We should be careful in the application of Australia's recent legislation against foreign influence. We need to combat the form of corruption in which governments in Australia become beholden to corporate and other interests with agendas of their own, unknown to the Australian community.
Image credit: Gigi






		






		This address was selected by Ian Lincoln, President of AIIA NSW since 2017. Ian was in the Department of Foreign Affairs for 33 years including postings in Asia, Africa, Europe and the Pacific. He was later an appellate member of the Refugee Review Tribunal and has worked in a number of community organisations.
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	Meghan, Harry, Oprah and the R Word

Caitlin Flanagan's reflection in The Atlantic on Oprah's two-hour interview of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex points out that, as a mixed-race person, Meghan's marriage into the British royal family could have made it more relevant to contemporary Britain, which is highly multicultural, but the experiment had failed.  Meghan clearly had not understood how much historical baggage was carried by "the Firm" and told Oprah from her new home in California about her encounters with racist prejudices.  Flanagan concluded that the future of the British monarchy now seemed to be sealed. Unfortunately, racism is not exclusive to the British aristocracy, as Pawan Dhingra points out in an article in The Conversation about the long history of racism and anti-Asian sentiment in the US.  Worryingly, in Australia, surveys conducted in 2020 by the Scanlon Foundation found widespread negative sentiment towards people from Africa, Asia and the Middle East. This led Alex Hawke, Minister for Immigration and Multicultural Affairs, to tell the press that the government would be introducing measures to strengthen social cohesion.
Image credit: Northern Ireland Office









		






		These articles were selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs.
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	US-China at Anchorage

The recent US-China meeting in Anchorage, Alaska opened with a stark confrontation of world perspectives with the most prominent issues all paraded in forthright fashion. Over the remaining time there was progress made to identify common interests, notably on climate change and on North Korea. The US reassurance for allies, especially Australia, that the bullying by China would not be tolerated was a notable feature of the US position and clearly frustrated Chinese intention to divide and conquer by treating such matters bilaterally.
Image credit: US Navy






		






		This brief was selected by Chris Skinner. Chris served thirty years in the Royal Australian Navy in warships that participated in the South East Asian Treaty Organisation, the Vietnam War and surveillance of the North-West Indian Ocean. He joined the AIIA NSW Council in 2019.






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week Pailey Wang and Sanjay Balakumar discuss the global impact of the European green deal and diplomacy under Biden. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by our interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	The Global Impact of the European Green Deal

As the European Union pushes ahead with a Green Deal, a podcast by the European Council on Foreign Relations investigates its global impact. The discussion complements an extensive policy brief they released with the think-tank Bruegel which investigates the plan’s geopolitical repercussions. The plan aims to fundamentally overhaul the European economy and will have a dramatic effect on the bloc’s trade relations and foreign policy. The report argues that the EU must form a climate ‘club’ with partners like the US, which should be conditionally open to global powers like China, with the aim to push them to more consistent action. Further, the  implementation of a carbon border adjustment mechanism could ensure EU companies remain competitive and address the problem of ‘leakage’ to ensure carbon emissions are not exported. As the EU is only responsible for 10% of global emissions, the council urges it to become a global standards-setter and export the Green Deal beyond its borders.
Image credit: Thijs ter Haar






		






		This podcast was selected by Pailey Wang.  Pailey is a student in a dual-degree program between Sciences Po (The Institute of Political Studies at the University of Paris) and the University of Sydney, where he is undertaking majors in Politics and Government and Political Economy respectively. His particular interests lie in international economics with a focus on environmental and socio-economic transitions.
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	Under Biden, Diplomacy Is an Attractive Career Again
 
In his first major foreign policy address since winning the election, US President Joe Biden declared ‘America is back’. Despite being met with scepticism by key European allies, Biden’s words have struck a chord with one key domestic constituency: students and fresh college graduates.
Pranshu Verma of the New York Times reports that according to US State Department figures, applications for the Foreign Service officer test have risen 30 percent since October 2020. Students have also exhibited greater interest in academic programs that train future diplomats. Many attribute this renewed enthusiasm to Biden’s pledge to strengthen transatlantic alliances and appointment of experienced officials to key diplomatic roles, in contrast to the previous administration. While experts are unsure whether such interest will reach Obama-era levels, there is renewed optimism that Biden’s multilateral and diplomatic approach to foreign policy will reinvigorate the Foreign Service via the exuberance of a younger, more diverse subset of individuals dedicated to global cooperation.
Image Credit: Gage Skidmore






		






		This article was selected by Sanjay Balakumar.  Sanjay is a fifth-year student at the University of New South Wales, studying for a Bachelor of International Studies and a Bachelor of Laws. His research interests include economic and political security in the Indo-Pacific, the dynamics that shape countries’ elections, climate politics and technology’s impact on informed public discourse.






		






			What else we're reading









		· As the conflict in Syria has subsided, Anchal Vohra investigates in Foreign Policy Iran’s push to secure its influence and convert the majority-Sunni nation to Shiism.
· With international condemnation about China’s treatment of Xinjiang growing, The Economist asks if countries will boycott the Beijing Winter Olympics in 2022.
· An investigation into why well prepared countries failed in their pandemic responses by Christopher T. Lee and Tom Frieden in Foreign Affairs, argues that bad politics can undermine good public health.
· Writing in The Washington Post, Terence McCoy and Heloísa Traiano examine the relationship between US space exploration, Brazil’s economic development, slavery and indigenous displacement.
· Given that countries’ navies frequently play a key role in disaster relief operations, Anthony Bergin in ASPI’s The Strategist argues that it is in their best strategic interests to reduce their respective carbon footprints.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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