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			From the Councillors









		Each week, some of our Councillors and interns share a selection of articles, analytical pieces, videos and podcasts about what is happening in the world of international affairs. This week, our Councillors take a look at Australia's soft power, Bolsonaro's waning legitimacy and China after the pandemic. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Australia's soft power disregarded 
Brandfinance publishes the world's most comprehensive survey of national soft power.  The 2021 survey of 100 nations ranked Australia number ten, up three places, ahead of South Korea but behind Sweden at nine and China at eight. Interestingly, China had slipped from five in 2019 and the US had slipped from one to six. This is not a bad result for a year when everyone was preoccupied with Covid-19 and international borders were virtually closed. In a comment for the Lowy Institute, Melissa Conley Tyler wonders why the Department of Foreign Affairs has quietly dropped its announced intention to conduct its own review of Australia's soft power and suggests that it may have something to do with Canberra's current preoccupation with other countries' soft power activities, which are branded as "foreign interference."
Image credit: Azri






		






		This resource was selected by Jocelyn Chey AM. Jocelyn is an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Relations Institute, University of Technology Sydney, Visiting Professor at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Professor at the Australia-China Institute for Arts and Culture at Western Sydney University. She was previously a senior officer in the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Jocelyn is a Fellow of Australian Institute of International Affairs. 
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	The increasing tenuousness of Bolsonaro's leadership
Since Jair Bolsonaro’s election to the Brazilian presidency in 2018, based on an anti-establishment and anti-corruption campaign similar to Trump’s, he has lost a lot of legitimacy within Brazilian politics. Referred to as the “Brazilian Trump,” he has not taken COVID-19 seriously and, as this Economist article explains, he may now be up against Lula da Silva in the next elections in 2022.  If Bolsonaro doesn’t make good on his promises to fix the economy and better deal with the pandemic and its aftermath, he may have a difficult time keeping power.
Image credit: Palacio do Planalto






		






		This article was selected by Nicole King. Nicole is a recent graduate of the University of Sydney with double degree in Arts (Government and International Relations, Spanish and Latin American Studies) and Economics (Environmental and Resource Economics). She is particularly interested in the intersection of environmental politics and international security. Nicole has served on the Council since 2018.
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	Persistent Imbalances in Post-Pandemic China
By some measures, the Chinese economy did better in 2020 than just about anywhere else. For example, it (unlike any other major economy) actually grew last year. And because of the country's success at virus containment, China returned to normality faster than many other countries. But according to Michael Pettis (Finance Professor at Peking University), the Chinese economy continues to display persistent imbalances. In this episode of Bloomberg’s ‘Odd Lots’ podcast, Pettis assesses that the pandemic may actually have exacerbated these imbalances, and efforts to address them look increasingly vexed.
Image credit: Macau Photo Agency






		






			From the Interns









		In addition to our Councillors, we invite our interns to share with you what they have found insightful or interesting in the world of international affairs over the past week. This week they discuss the rationale behind Taiwan's recent cabinet reshuffle and the changing US-Australia alliance. 

Disclaimer: The views expressed below by Councillors and interns are their own. The Australian Institute of International Affairs New South Wales does not take policy positions.
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	Taiwan's cabinet reshuffle a response to China's 'unrestricted warfare'

Last month, Taiwan underwent a cabinet reshuffle with new defence and national security appointments. Some saw these new appointments as a response to the election of President Biden, perceived by many in Taiwan as a lukewarm supporter compared to President Trump. 
Corey Lee Bell writing for ASPI's The Strategist, however, delves into the strategic rationale behind the appointments. Indeed, Bell suggests they are not so much a response to Biden as they are a response to Beijing. Critically, these ‘convention-defying changes’ can be viewed as a second wave of defence reforms, aimed at combatting China’s unrestricted warfare and elusive grey zone tactics. Both personnel appointments are somewhat unorthodox, and seem to herald a strengthened alignment between Taiwan’s defence and intelligence spheres. For Bell, these appointments mark a needed adaptation in light of the warfare already being waged across the Strait.
Image credit: American Institute in Taiwan






		






		Rachel Bell Macdonald is a third year undergraduate student at the University of Sydney studying Politics and International Relations. She has a particular interest in international trade, US-China relations and geopolitical risk.
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	The Evolving Nature and Agenda of the US-Australia Alliance

2021 has inaugurated a new stage in Australia's relationship with its most critical strategic partner: the United States. A report published this week by the United States Studies Centre illuminates the  growing  strategic importance to both countries of the US-Australia alliance. Both Australia's and the US's hardening relationships with China, deepening economic interdependence and a changed American domestic political environment poised to prioritise the Indo-Pacific and its relationships with allies are driving recognition of the profound importance of creativity and collaboration to both countries’ interests. Nevertheless, challenges associated with the protectionist legacy of the Trump administration, the growing gap between America’s operational capabilities and strategic aspirations in the Indo-Pacific, preoccupation with COVID and a prioritisation of climate action in the foreign policy agenda where Australia has a conspicuously poor track-record will present continued challenges to this profoundly important partnership.
Image Credit: Amber I. Smith






		






		Alice Nason is an honours student majoring in Politics, International Relations and American Studies at the University of Sydney. She is preparing a thesis in American foreign policy concerning the role of public diplomacy below the presidential level in sustaining the confidence of American allies in the Indo-Pacific during the Trump administration. 






		






			What else we're reading









		· Following the first leaders' meeting for the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, James Curran in the AFR analyses the prospects and risks for this revived grouping.
· Foreign Correspondent revisits the communities devastated by the 2011 Tohoku earthquake and tsunami and examines the impact of the government's seawall construction projects. 
· A decade on from the devastating Syrian war, The Economist reviews the splintered country left in its wake.
· A year after the official declaration of the pandemic, The Diplomat examines the political, economic, social and diplomatic consequences of COVID-19 throughout Asia.
· The Lowy Institute analyses a survey of 1000 Chinese-Australians on issues ranging from belonging and discrimination to Chinese and Australian foreign policy.
· In light of recent domestic challenges to American democracy, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace considers how the Biden Administration can recommit itself to promoting democracy.






		






			Letters to the Editor









		Get involved!

We're committed to keeping conversations about international affairs going, so get involved in our Letters to the Editor section!

Each week, we publish letters from our subscribers about what they think of the issues we’re discussing.

You can take part in the conversation by emailing us with your comments on each week’s articles. There are just a few simple guidelines: letters should be no more than 100 words in length, and should only be about the previous week’s articles. Please include your name and affiliation, and a mobile number (which won't be published). If you are a university student, please include your university and current degree.

Send all letters to the editors at aiianswletters@gmail.com by Wednesday at 5pm Sydney time for the chance to be published in the following week's newsletter.
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