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Outcomes Report

The third Indonesia-Australia Dialogue was held in Yogyakarta from 28-30 August 2016.

The Indonesia-Australia Dialogue initiative was jointly announced by leaders during the March
2010 visit to Australia by Indonesian President Yudhoyono as a bilateral second track dialogue to
enhance people-to-people links between the two countries. The third Indonesia-Australia Dialogue
was co-convened by Mr John McCarthy, Past AIIA National President and former Ambassador to
Indonesia, and His Excellency Hamzah Thayeb, Indonesian Ambassador to Australia from 2005 to
2009. The AIIA was again selected by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to act as
secretariat following its performance in the previous Dialogues.

Highlights of the Dialogue included:

T

Participation by an impressive Australian delegation including politicians, senior academic
and media experts as well as leaders in business, science and civil society.

Two days of Dialogue held in an atmosphere of open exchange with sharing of expertise and
insights at a high level among leading Indonesian and Australian figures.

Keynote address delivered by Indonesian’s Minister for Foreign Her Excellency Retno L.P.
Marsudi.

Opening statements delivered by Dialogue Co-Chairs John McCarthy AO FAIIA and His
Excellency Hamzah Thayeb.

Welcome dinner for delegates hosted by Sri Sultan Hamengkubuwono B X at the Sultan’s
Palace, including an address by His Excellency Abdurranhman Mohammad Fachir,
Indonesian Vice Foreign Minister.

Luncheon hosted by Director General for Asia Pacific and African Affairs, Ambassador Dera
Percaya, including address by His Excellency Paul Grigson, Australian Ambassador to
Indonesia

Substantial coverage by Indonesian, Australian and international media.
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Objectives

The objective of the Indonesia-Australia Dialogue was to facilitate people-to-people links through

discussion on a broad range of topics. Discussions covered domestic, regional and global issues and

explored opportunities for closer engagement in business, culture, education, science and
technology.

Drawing on the experience of other leadership dialogues, the Indonesia-Australia Dialogue sought

to build relationships between leaders in a range of fields and develop high-level commitment to

advancing areas of the relationship at all levels of society. The Dialogue was conducted in roundtable

format under Chatham House rule to enable a frank exchange of views.

Specific objectives of the Dialogue included:

1
1

To create a platform for frank discussion on Indonesia and Australia’s bilateral relationship.
To establish a forum for discussion of Indonesian and Australian cooperation in regional and
global affairs.

To enhance people-to-people links through the free exchange of ideas on a range of topics
facing Indonesia and Australia.

To provide an informal dialogue between the two nations that incorporated government
officials and leading individuals from both countries.

To involve a range of participants, including industry, media, academia and community
organisations and youth representatives.

To discuss potential areas for collaboration between Indonesia and Australia in business,
culture, education, science and technology.

To produce a final report, and provide this to participants, government and general public.
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Format

The Dialogue was divided in to five sessions, each co-chaired by an Indonesian and Australian
delegate responsible for facilitating discussion among all Dialogue participants. To stimulate debate,
each session began with a five minute “trigger speech” by an Australian and Indonesian delegate.
The topics covered were:

9 Session 1: State of the Nations: Politics
0  Chairs: Siti Ruhaini (Indonesia)/Greg Fealy (Australia)
0 Trigger Speakers: Nasir Tamara (Indonesia)/Greg Earl (Australia)

9 Session 2: State of the Nations: Economies
0  Chairs: Kris Sulisto (Indonesia)/Christine Holgate (Australia)
0 Trigger Speakers: Emirsyah Satar (Indonesia)/David Uren (Australia)

1 Session 3: Cooperation in Innovation, Science and Technology
0  Chairs: Frederik L. Benu (Indonesia)/Cheryl Praeger (Australia)
0 Trigger Speakers: Patrick Owen (Indonesia)/Caroline McMillen (Australia)

1 Session 4: Regional and Global Change
0 Chairs: Phillips Vermonte (Indonesia)/Bill Farmer AO (Australia)

0 Trigger Speakers: Hanafi Rais/Alternate: Dr. Siswo Pramono (Indonesia)/The Hon Stephen Smith
(Australia)

1 Session 5: Identifying Options for Closer Engagement
0  Session Chair: Meidyatama Suryodiningrat (Indonesia)/Tim Lindsey (Australia)

Participants were also organised in four working groups focused on reports on conclusion of the
working group and recommendations from the Dialogue. This encouraged discussion on key issues
among all Dialogue participants in their respective fields to seek ways for closer engagement
between Indonesia and Australia. Each working group was co-chaired by an Indonesian and
Australia participant as follows:

Business Mr Chris Sargent and Mr Iwan Lukminto.
Education and Research Mr Paul Ramadge and I Made Andi Arsana.
Media Ms Lynley Marshall and Ms Putra Nababan.
Social and Culture Ms Holly Ransom and Mr Abdul Mu’ti.

Dialogue participants also had the chance to network and make contacts with counterparts at the
informal welcome dinner hosted by Ambassador Hamzah Thayeb at the Sasanti Restaurant, as well
as the welcome dinner hosted by Sri Sultan Hamengkubuwono X. The Lunch hosted by the Director
General for Asia Pacific and African Affairs, and the visit to Sewu Temple and Prambanan Temple
also facilitated networking beyond the Dialogue’s formal sessions.
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