ACCESS ACT’s Anuual Review (July ’07- July ’08)
The ACCESS youth organisation in ACT was set up based on the successful ventures in Victoria and NSW. Initially involving mainly ANU students, it is open to all young individuals with the aim of encouraging and facilitating objective debate on international affairs, fostering networks and promoting professional skills development.
Though a fairly new organization, Access ACT has successfully reached out to more students in ANU and is also hoping to extend to other universities in Canberra. While we continue to be based at ANU, we have gone further and beyond by inviting officials from embassies to participate and contribute in the debates.
As in previous years, we have often adopted the same methodology in delivering these sessions and last year was no different e.g. a discussion on international affairs over Coffee and Cake for a small audience. This way, both the speaker and the audience are promised an interactive session and dialogue on current international affairs. We were fortunate to secure a AUD$1500 contract with the US embassy, where we organized two out of three events promoting discussions about American political affairs. Over a period of time, we saw a sizeable increase in its membership base of student members at the ANU.
Our first event was organized in conjunction with the US Embassy, on 25th October 2007 and was held at Teatro Vivaldi’s at the ANU. The Economic Counselor from the US Embassy, Mr. Edward Kagan talked about the Doha Round of Talks at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) and its implications on the economic powers of the world and specifically how it affected Australia. He also answered questions about the Australia-US free trade agreement and engaged in an interactive dialogue with the students present. 

Our second event, also organized in conjunction with the US embassy, was a talk on the Democratic Primary elections in Pennsylvania, United States. Held on 23rd April 2008, at the National Press Club, the event started off with a live broadcast of the results followed by a talk delivered by the Political Counselor, Mr. James Cole. The talk was about the likelihood of Obama or Clinton winning the democratic nomination.  Students had the opportunity to mingle with the US Embassy staffers and the Counselor to discuss further about the election.
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James Cole speaking at the National Press Club
Our third event was a talk relating to the independence of Kosovo. We invited the Counselor and Deputy Chief of the EU Delegation to Australia, Mr. John Richards to speak and answer questions on the implications of Kosovo’s independence on the European Union. Held at the ANU Manning Clarke Theatre 4 on 28th May 2008, this event proved to be an exciting and interactive session exploring many of the EU nations’ responses to the situation in Kosovo.
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From clockwise: ACCESS ACT rep Arathi Menon, Ambassador for Bosnia-Herzegovina, EU Counselor John Richards, Cyprus embassy rep, Representatives from the Serbian embassy.

Given that we have primarily focused on organizing talks that stimulate political debate, we realized we still have a lot that we would like to achieve in terms of increasing our student membership, fostering networks and promoting skills development. We are excited about our future opportunities and ACCESS ACT is looking forward to working more closely with AIIA (ACT Branch) to broaden its efforts in reaching out to interested youths in Canberra region.

The pillars of ACCESS’s success can be attributed to Sam O’ Riordan (Founder), Kendra Fouracre, Samantha Fuz, Kate Ottery, Arathi Menon and everyone else who has volunteered various levels of support. Finally, our best wishes to the new president and the team for volunteering and bringing continued success to ACCESS ACT.
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